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McGRAW-HILL 


ENCYCLOPEDIA 
SCIENCE ann TECHNOLOGY 


Over 2,000 outstanding specialists present the basic con- 
cepts, terminology and newest findings in the expanding 
world of Science and Engineering. 


THIS INCLUDES DEVELOPMENTS SO RECENT THEY ARE STILL FEATURE NEWS!!! 


Nothing comparable in breadth of conception, in authority, in useful- 


ness has ever before been offered in o reference work of this kind. It 
provides readily available information for which you would ordinarily 
have to consult many thousands of sources — books — journals — 
periodicals and special reports. As a practical reference: it belongs in 
the library of everyone in the. science and engineering fields, For the 
general library it provides, in one set, the basis of a complete science 
collection. 


15 volumes . . . 9,300 pages 

* Over 6,000,000 words , . . 7,224 articles 
*% A complete 100,000 entry index 

* 9,700 illustrations 


An annual yearbook to keep the ENCYCLOPEDIA always up-to-date will 
be published, and the first of these will appear in January, 1962. All 
volumes of the Encyclopedia will be published simultaneously and our 
first shipment is due to arrive in November. 


ORDERS PLACED BEFORE THE END OF OCTOBER WILL BE SUPPLIED AT THE SPECIAL PRE- 
PUBLICATION PRICE OF £81/12/-. AFTER THAT DATE THE PRICE WILL BE £89/16/- 
(THESE PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO ANY DISCOUNT THAT MAY NORMALLY APPLY). 


PLACE YOUR ORDER NOW 


ANGUS & ROBERTSON (BOOKSHOPS) PTY LTD, 89 CASTLEREAGH STREET, SYDNEY 
SWAIN & CO PTY LTD, 119-123 Pitt Street, Sydney. 
ANGUS & ROBERTSON (BOOKSHOPS) PTY LTD, 66-68 Elizabeth St, Melbourne. 
ROBERTSON & MULLENS LTD, 107 Elizebeth Street, Melbourne. 
ALBERTS BOOKSHOP (PTY) LTD, 14-22 Forrest Place, Perth. 
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MOORES BOOKSHOP PTY. LTD. 


264 PITT STREET 


SYDNEY 


When your need is for Children’s Books, especially Reference, 
Travel, Biography, Novels 
Your time and energy will be best served by calling on 


MOORES BOOKSHOP 


or, asking for up-to-date stock lists. 


Prompt, efficient service with courtesy and knowledge 


Dewey 14th, 15th (rev.) and 
16th eds. 


Irwin's ‘‘Librarianship"’ 


U.D.C. Multilingual ed. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 
Book construction. [Pamphlet]. 


JOHN HIRST 
44 Landers Rd., Lane Cove 
Sydney 
JB 2628 


Talking of Books... 
CONTINUOUS SUPPLIES 


of the 
LATEST BOOKS 


in all fields 


can be got at 


J. THOMSON 
Bookseller 
CITY MUTUAL BUILDING 
311 QUEEN STREET 
BRISBANE 


Telephone: B 4523 


Clients can enjoy the service of a 
comprehensive Circulating Library. 
Inspection invited. 
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TECHNICAL 
BOOKBINDING 
SERVICE | 


WE SPECIALISE IN HAND BINDING OF! 
|LEARNED JOURNALS AND PERIODICAL 
PUBLICATIONS 


WE PICK UP AND DELIVER 


H. C, EVERETT (Prop.) 


16 HALCYON STREET, PADSTOW 
SYDNEY 


PHONE 77 6531 


Speagle’s Bookshop 
Pty. Ltd. 


The Children’s Book 


SPECIALIST | 


SECOND FLOOR 


317 Couns St., MELBouRNE, Cl 
(Near cr. Elizabeth Street) 


62-5796 


Forlib 


% FULLY ADJUSTABLE 

* EASY TO FIT 

% CRYSTAL CLEAR P.V.C. 

+ STRONG BACKING PAPER 

% CHEAPEST ON THE MARKET 

REVISED PRICE LIST AS FROM 
Ist SEPTEMBER, 1960 
SUPPLIED IN 50 YARD ROLLS 


1/— per yard 
for fiction (adult and 
juvenile) 

9" wide ....... 1/1 per yard 


for general books 
for children’s large picture 
books and general books 
for art books 


1/4 per yard 


1/9 per yard 


A DISPENSER STAND TO HOLD ALL FOUR SIZES 
OF ‘‘FORLIB’’ PLASTIC JACKETS IS AVAILABLE 
at £7/10/- 


Also available: 
36'' wide Crystal Clear Plastic @ 2/9 per yd. 
48'' wide Crystal Clear Plastic @ 3/8 per yd. 
“FORLIB'’ Plastic Adhesive @ 8/6 per } pt. tin 
“FORLIB'’ Adhesive Thinner @ 5/6 per } pt. tin 
FULL RANGE OF CELLULOSE AND VINYL TAPES 
Please ask for samples or if you prefer our 


representatives will call and demonstrate the 
fitting of ‘‘FORLIB' Plastic Jackets 


Write or Ring .. . 


FORWARD LIBRARY SUPPLY 
PTY. LTD. 
The Wholesale Booksellers 


FIRST FLOOR, THE BLOCK 
98 ELIZABETH STREET 
MELBOURNE, C.1 


MF 1321 MF 1322 
SUPPLIERS TO PUBLIC AND SCHOOL LIBRARIES 
General Literature Fiction 

%* Children’s Books 

LOCAL STOCK AND INDENT 
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BOOKS THAT SHOULD 
BE IN EVERY LIBRARY 


EXECUTORSHIP ACCOUNTS (AUS- 
TRALIA). An interesting and rela- 
tively simple treatment of a complex 
subject. Its main features are: 

(a) Emphasis on the Accounting side 
of the subject. 

(b) Sufficient coverage of the Law 
affecting Executorship Account- 
ing. 

(c) Illustration of principles by 
numerous carefully graded worked 
examples. 


By Professor E. Bryan Smyth, £2/-/-. 


INTERNAL CONTROL IN THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT. An essential work 
for all concerned with Local Govern- 
ment. Containing: 

Cash Receipts and Banking. 

Income Expenditure and the Pay- 
ment of Accounts. 

Wages and Salaries. 

Stores and Materials. 

The Estimates and Budgetary 
Control. 

The Plan of Organisation. 


By Allan L. Morse, O.B.E., £2/5/-. 


THE EMPLOYER, THE EMPLOYEE 
AND THE LAW. The purpose of this 
small book is to assist those who have 
to deal with employer/employee rela- 
tionships to acquire greater familiarity 
with the legal background. It will also 

_ prove of benefit to those who, whether 
on the management or the trade union 
side, have to work in the field of 
industrial relationships. 


By Dr. Edward I. Sykes, £1/1/-. 


THE LAW BOOK CO. OF AUSTRALASIA PTY LID. 


140 Phillip St. 456 Little Collins St. 30 Adelaide St. 


SYDNEY MELBOURNE BRISBANE 
28-8041 67-7838 2-8882 


“Knowing I lov’d my books, 


” 


he furnished me... 


THE 


PHOENIX BOOKSTORE 


Handles Books of 
QUALITY and IMPORTANCE 
for 


Students and readers of discrimination and 
taste 


Stocks are based on a wide and 


varied knowledge 


93 CREEK STREET 
BRISBANE 


Phone: B 6672 
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LIBRARY BINDING 
SPECIALISTS 


ALL WORK THOROUGHLY 
SUPERVISED 


Only Best Material Used 


LES. BADDOCK PTY. LTD. 


(Established 35 years) 
162 RILEY STREET, SYDNEY 
Tel. FA 1174-5 
and Representative will call 
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MAGAZINE AND PAMPHLET 
FILE 


This magazine file is especially constructed 
for pamphlets and magazines. It is con- 
structed of heavy gauge rust-resisting steel 
with a hammer-tone finish and has a chrome 
ticket holder on the front. 


Size: 74'' high, 44'' wide, 74'' deep. 
MAGAZINE FILE: 17/6 each; 87/- doz. 


Also available are polished plywood pamphlet 
po ae with hinged lids or open end (four 
sizes). 


NEW SHOWROOM 


A new showroom for library equipment, 
supplies and furniture has been — at 


93 YORK STREET, SYDNE 
(Between King and Market Streets) 


Librarians are invited to inspect our full 
range in this new spacious showroom. 


A FLEXIBLE PLASTIC CONCENTRATE 


When brushed on a surface, Runol spreads as a 
transparent plastic film and dries tough, flexible, 
water-resistant and permanent. 

* RUNOL is supplied at full strength ready to 
use. It is tougher and more concentrated 
than any other plastic adhesive. 

* RUNOL can be thinned by adding water if 
necessary. 

* RUNOL, as it dries, becomes transparent 
and flexible. 

RUNOL is non-inflammable. 


* 

* RUNOL sticks paper, card, wood, china, 
leather, masonry and cloth surfaces. 

* 


RUNOL can be used for hundreds of minor 
repair jobs. 


Plastic 
$ 


* RUNOL will save you pounds in cost and 
hours in time. 
(Note: RUNOL is pronounced ROO-NOL.) é 
RUNOL is available in four handy size packs ... a cond 
8. og. plastic 6/6 i 
Quart plastic bottle _.... 


S & M SUPPLY COMPANY 


93 YORK STREET, SYDNEY — PHONE BM 6687 
123 LITTLE COLLINS STREET, MELBOURNE — PHONE MF 1467 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW SOUTH WALES 


SCHOOL OF LIBRARIANSHIP 


The School of Librarianship now established by The University of New South Wales under the 
direction of its librarian, Mr. John Metcalfe, B.A., F.L.A., will open for its second year in March, 1961. 


Lectures and practical work will be from 9 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. on four mornings a week at the 
University, Kensington. Preference in admission will be given to candidates for the University's 
Diploma in Librarianship, who must be graduates of an approved university and will be required 
to present a thesis or bibliography as well as attend lectures, but non graduates who are in library 
employment and with the general matriculation requirements of the University, may be admitted to the 
lectures and examinations. 

The course which may be taken part time is made up of lectures and practical work in four 
subjects as follows:— 

Hours per week for each of three terms 
Lectures Practical Work 

Reference and Research Use of Books 


lol-nwn- 


A prospectus including a detailed syllabus and information on fees, etc. is available from: 


School of Librarianship, 
The University of New South Wales, 
Box 1, P.O., Kensington, N.S.W. 


and enquiries may be made by telephone, FF 0351, extension 221. 


Correspondence Courses 


...L.A.A. Examinations 


REGISTRATION EXAMINATION 
R1 Cataloguing and/or R2 Classification and Subject Headings 


combined with practical work for R3 
R4(b) General Lending Libraries 
R5 Special Libraries and Information Services 
combined with work for Special Subject Fields 


R8 The Production, Publication, History and Care of Books 
PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION 


Pl Books and Libraries 
combined with practice in reference method as applied to the set reference works 


P2 Acquisition and Preparation of Books 
A LOAN SERVICE OF TEXT-BOOKS IS AVAILABLE FOR STUDENTS 


Enquiries should be addressed to 


JOHN HIRST, B.A., A.L.A. 
44 Landers Road, Lane Cove, Sydney, N.S.W. 
JB 2628 
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Editorial 


August is always a busy month for those 
people who are members of the Executive, 
Council, and Board of Examination of the 
Library Association of Australia. The 
General Council meets for two days, and 
the Board of Examination for at least one, 
and sometimes two, other days. The 
meetings are long and many of those who 
attend them have to travel from five 
hundred to two thousand miles. For all 
the Councillors the meeting means at least 
two, and often four, working days given 
to the business of the Association. After 
days of sitting and considering the affairs 
of the Association, after discussions which 
are sometimes heated and sometimes incon- 
clusive, after the early morning rush to 
catch the aeroplane and the return to a 
desk piled with the problems that have 
accumulated, the weary Councillor may 
wonder whether his attendance at the 
meeting was of any use to the Association, 
and he may even go further and wonder 
whether the meeting itself accomplished 
anything—finally he may wonder whether 
the Library Association of Australia is 
itself of any use. 


A partial answer to these doubts may be 
found in the pages of this issue of the 
Journal. The reports on the things dis- 
cussed in the Council Meeting and the 
extracts from Branch and Section reports 
do demonstrate what the Library Associa- 
tion of Australia is doing. 


To those people who have been closely 
connected with Association affairs for many 
years, who have worked hard for the 
Association, it comes as a shock to hear 
other members say that the Association 
lacks a sense of purpose, that it is a sleepy 
organization. It is not encouraging to find 
that junior members think that Association 
meetings are not for them. It is easy to 
assume that other people see with the 
“same eyes as we do, to think that the 
objectives of the Association, which have 
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been a personal challenge to so many of 
us, are equally meaningful to those who 
have never lived in a community without 
a free public library or been asked to prove 
the need for professional education. 


The news from Branches and Sections 
makes it only too obvious that the Associa- 
tion is not a vital force in the lives of its 
members, and one wonders how many 
members it would have if the need for 
professional qualifications did not force 
membership. Perhaps this compulsory 
element has tended to kill enthusiasm, and 
sang the constant worry about Associa- 
tion finances has made membership fees 
seem more important than members. 


Whatever the reason— and some there 
are who would say that in this prosperous 
age meetings, like enthusiasm, are out of 
fashion — the Association is not getting 
much support from its members. The 
average attendance at Branch Meetings is 
poor in all States, and, if such social 
gatherings as Christmas parties are ex- 
cepted, some Branches are holding very few 
professional meetings. It may be significant 
that in the smaller Branches the affairs of 
the Association are discussed at general 
meetings and in these Branches the number 
of meetings held, and the average attend- 
ance in relation to membership, is relatively 
high. While the larger Branches record 
numerous meetings of their Councils, the 
general members of these Branches may 
not hear of the topics discussed by Council 
at all. 


Most Branches and Sections are doing 
something about the professional education 
of their members. They report that courses 
for L.A.A. Examinations have — been 
organized or meetings have been planned 
to aid candidates. This is a direct attempt 
to further the objectives of the Association 
and one which is meeting with considerable 


success, 
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The Section reports, with perhaps one 
exception, do not show any more activity 
that the Branch reports, but on the whole 
Section Meetings seem to have been rather 
more strongly professional than some 
Branch Meetings. 

The solution to the problem of more 
participation in Association activities by 
the members is not an easy one, and as 
we read the reports of Council, Branches 
and Sections, we can only ask ourselves a 
number of questions. 


What did the Council decide and how 
can the ordinary members of the Associa- 
tion help to further its decisions? 

Are our Branch and Section Meetings 
designed to increase the professional com- 
petence and interests of our members, or 
are they merely social gatherings—meet- 
ings for the sake of meetings? 

Do we, who have lived with the 
Association’s ideals for so long, tend to 
treat it as our club and to take no notice 
of new or younger members? 


Do we regard the deliberations of the 
General Council or the Branch and Section 
executives as the really important business 
of the Association and treat general meet- 
ings as circuses for the multitude? 

Are we more concerned with Association 
politics than with Association objectives? 

If this Association is to play a significant 
part in the development of libraries in 
Australia it needs the active support of all 
its members. There is a_ tremendous 
amount of work to be done and the Library 
Association of Australia should be discover- 
ing the tasks that it can tackle, and tackling 
them. To cite just a few examples—next 
year there will be a survey of Australian 
library resources, and its effectiveness would 
be increased if Australian librarians were 


working now on discovering the strengths 
and weaknesses of their collections: the 
local public libraries of Australia might 
have better collections if more standard 
lists and catalogues were available, and lists 
to suit Australian needs could well be 
compiled as a Branch project: there is a 
tremendous amount of work to be done in 
Australian bibliography: articles on the 
histories of some of the major Australian 
libraries have been published in_ this 
Journal, but many remain to be written: 
review articles on such Australian publi- 
cations as general magazines and scientific 
journals would be useful guides to selection 
for libraries: the problems of cataloguing 
are legion: the perfect charging system has 
not yet appeared: some Australian libraries 
are building up collections of _biblio- 
graphies as separate units and a study of 
the effect of these collections on the use 
of the whole collection and perhaps on the 
catalogue would be useful. 


There is plenty to do—so much that we 
can discuss and study and possibly improve. 
There are a hundred articles that could be 
written for this Journal. The members of 
the Library Association of Australia have 
enlisted in the struggle against ignorance 
but not as soldiers to be commanded and 
led, rather as explorers to discover new 
routes through the desert, or as scientists 
to find better ways of combating the 
disease. 


As members of the Library Association 
of Australia we work to promote, establish 
and improve Australia’s libraries and to 
improve the standard of librarianship and 
the status of the library profession. We do 
not work for the Association as an end in 
itself, and in fact if the Association ceased 
to actively promote its objectives we, as 
professional librarians, would have to give 
up the Association. 


MORE NEWS FOR THE A.L.]. 


In response to the Editor’s requests for more news about libraries and librarians 
the Council decided that the Association should subscribe to a cutting service. 
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The University of Tasmania Library 
1889-1959 


D. H. BorCHARDT, M.A., A.L.A., DIP. N.Z. LIB. SCH., Librarian 


It appears to have become an established 
custom to bisect the history of Librarian- 
ship in Australia into periods ante-Munn 
and post-Munn. This simplified view of 
history has its appeal because the “1066 and 
all that” attitude requires so little critical 
analysis that it can ¥e understood by all. 
In fact, there is of couse, no historical event 
quite as simple and when it comes to set- 
ting down the history of our libraries this 
dividing line is not particularly useful if 
for no other reason than at least because 
the effects of the Munn-Pitt Report were so 
slow in becoming noticeable that one can 
never be quite sure whether a particular 
step forward in library development was 
really due to the impact of the Report or 
perhaps to some other cause or causes not 
yet understood. One may today be per- 
mitted to minimise the effects ascribed to 
the Munn-Pitt Report, not because of any 
deficiency inherent in the Report, but 
because we can now see so clearly how far 
away Australia still is from being even in 
the most superficial sense library conscious. 
Awareness of libraries is a state which is 
achieved through education and mental 
growth, It is not a state which tends to 
fluctuate; on the contrary, once established, 
it grows without tending, like a jungle 
plant, and is checked only by artificial 
pruning or ring-barking such as may occur 
in a diseased society. 


In Tasmania the plant has now started 
to grow. Though the smallest of the six 
States of the Commonwealth, Tasmania is 
erecting this year two brand new buildings 
to house its two biggest and most import- 
ant libraries: the State Library of Tasmania 
and the Library of the University of ‘Tas- 
mania. 


The first section of the new University 
‘Library is about to be occupied and this 
moment in the history of library develop- 
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ment in Tasmania is most opportune for 
a glance back to the beginnings. The orig- 
inal Act establishing the University of Tas- 
mania) provided that “The Council shall 
have power, so soon as the University 
shall have acquired a sufficient endowment 
or income for any such purpose, to appoint 
such Professors and Lecturers as the Coun- 
cil may think fit, and to establish Scholar- 
ships, Exhibitions, Prizes and a Library.” 
This part of the first Act disappeared when 
the Act was recast in 1951 but by then the 
library had been established and finally in 
1958 a new Statute (No. XXIX) was added 
to regularise the administration of the 
Library. However, to this point we shall 
return again later. 


Though the University Council provided 
through the Act for the establishment of 
a Library, it appears that no books were 
bought for several years. The published 
accounts of the University show no expen- 
diture on library books — or any other 
ng of library activities — before 1900 
when there is an entry for £16/4/- spent 
on reference books in the Chemistry Lab- 
oratory. Only in 1904 is there an entry 
in the published accounts under the head- 
ing Library. We may well wonder how 
anyone in the enlightened age in which 
the University was founded, can have 
imagined that teaching or research could be 
carried out in the complete absence of a 
library. Since in fact, some teaching did 
maa ge: we can only assume that during 
the first twenty years of its existence the 
University relied for books, almost entirely 
on the private collections of its teaching 
staff and to some small degree on the 
Hobart Public Library. 


In 1909 the records show the expenditure 
(ordinary) of £25/13/6 on the Library to 


* This is the seventh article in the series on the 
history of Australian libraries. 
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which was added a special grant for Bio- 
logy books to the value of £28/4/8. In 
1911 the total ordinary expenditure had 
risen to £67/18/11. This sum was pre- 
sumably all that could be spared for the 
the purchase of books needed in the Lib- 
rary to support the teaching of Classics, 
English, French, German, Philosophy, 
Psychology, Ancient and Modern History, 
Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, Biology, 
Geology, Law and Engineering. The 
£67/18/11 represents 1.2% of University 
expenditure in 1911. Looking back at this 
very early period of the history of the 
University we may well wonder what were 
the aims and aspirations of the Council 
when it endeavoured to run an institution 
of tertiary education without a library— 
indeed, one must admire the courage of 
those members of the faculty who 
endeavoured to teach in a University so 
poorly equipped with books. 


At this point it may be useful to devote 
a short passage to the physical lay out of 
the Library, such as it was in 1913. 

The University of Tasmania occupied 
from its inception the building originally 
designed as the High School. The fine 
neo-Gothic structure, situated on a hill, 
dominating the railway yards and the har- 
bour, contains on the first floor a large hall 
—about 50 x 30 ft.—which already in 
1910-11 was used as a library. The walls 
were lined with beautiful cedar cases about 
7ft. high and contained, according to con- 
temporary accounts, some hundreds of 
text-books, many of which had been pre- 
sented to the Library by hopeful pub- 
lishers. But the hall had to serve other 
purposes besides being used as a library. 
Social functions of all kinds—dances, rec- 
torial addresses, public lectures and meet- 
ings—were held in the one large room the 
University had to offer and on every occa- 
sion the chairs, tables and other para- 
phernalia belonging traditionally to lib- 
raries had to be moved. This performance 
continued for many years, indeed until 
after World War II. 


However, the sad picture was soon to be 
improved—at least in regard to books. In 
1913 a bright and eager young man was 
engaged to teach Philosophy and Econo- 
mics—a much favoured combination in 
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those days—whose additional qualification 
was several years’ experience in the Public 
Library of Victoria. The then Mr. E. 
Morris Miller did not propose, it seems, 
to be satisfied with the library provisions 
as he found them in the University. 


A special government grant, together 
with a bequest from the Ralston estate to 
endow one professorial chair, enabled the 
young University to engage four new 
teachers in 1912-13 and left in the hands 
of the administration an unexpected bal- 
ance of £300 which, on the recommenda- 
tion of the Board of studies, the Council 
decided to spend on the Library. Here 
was a gold mine suddenly opened to a 
bookstarved faculty. £300 seemed a mighty 
sum in 1913 and of course it was, repre- 
senting as it did, almost the salary of a 
lecturer at a period in the history of books 
when a modern language text could be 
bought for 4/- to 5/- and a legal treatise 
for £1 to £2. The great question was how 
to split this extraordinary windfall among 
the many hungiy claimants. ‘There 
appears to be no record of the discussions 
which led to the solution of the apparent 
impasse, but we know that the newly 
appointed lecturer with a library back- 
ground was asked to adjudicate the con- 
test. In his brief account of this period‘?) 
Morris Miller says: ““The Science and Arts 
Faculties were in dispute over the per- 
centage distribution of the vote. To the 
amazement of my Arts colleagues, I sup- 
ported the Science members, as I expected 
a librarian would.” Council records show 
that the Sciences received about 40%, Arts 
30%, and Law 25% of the total. The press 
of the day carries no report of murder or 
bloodshed at the University in 1913 and it 
can therefore be assumed that the warring 
interests acquiesced in the division. Of 
the books then bought a number are still 
in the Library, but many have been worn 
out or been superseded and removed. 

Having finally succeeded in obtaining a 
basic book stock—however puny—the ques- 
tion of its administration soon arose and 
it is small wonder that the Alexander who 
had cut the Gordian knot should be asked 
to tie the bits together again. Morris 
Miller agreed to assist with the large 
number of books which flooded the Lib- 
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rary in consequence of the extraordinary 
vote of £300. “Assist” is, of course, a 
euphemism: he was left to carry the baby, 
indeed to change its swaddling clothes and 
to name it. The reward: the title of 
Honorary Librarian. 


From that day until 1945—32 years in 
all—Morris Miller was the only fully 
trained librarian the University of Tas- 
mania has employed with this qualifica- 
tion: he was never “employed” as a 
librarian. 

Committees, it has been aptly remarked 
with respect to one of the great librarians 
of the Bodleian, never create libraries, and 
if we look at the achievement of Morris 
Miller we cannot fail to agree with the 
truth of that statement. Public recogni- 
tion of his work has not been overwhelm- 
ing but the Munn-Pitt Report says at least 
that the Library’s “relatively fair condition 
today is due entirely to the happy chance 
that twenty years ago a professor was 
appointed who was willing to do double 
duty as professor librarian’), However, 
the Report does not paint a rosy picture 
of the Library's resources, but grants that 
“considering the small number of students 
and the limited curriculum’”’*) the stock is 
reasonably adequate. Looking back, one 
can only be led to believe that the curri- 
culum must have been very narrow indeed 
if less than 30,000 books were considered 
“reasonably adequate”. 

There is indirect evidence, however, that 
the Honorary Librarian himself was not 
satisfied with the book stock of the Lib- 
rary. In particular he appears to have been 
aware that in the absence of so many criti- 
cal monographs in all fields a very full 
analytical catalogue at least would be 
essential to make the small collection at 
all ‘useful. Consequently, he set about pro- 
viding full analytics for the collected 
editions of standard authors and very 
numerous and detailed subject entries for 
all works of a scientific and critical charac- 
ter. The standard of cataloguing was 
remarkably uniform up to about 1940. 
Though simpler than the 1908 cataloguing 
rules would allow, the entries were reason- 
ably adequate within the framework of the 


‘Library and could be copied by entirely - 


untrained staff. 
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The fact which causes the astonishment 
of present day users is not that this Lib- 
rary contains such a small collection of 
books, especially of those printed before 
1950, but that eve are so many outstand- 
ing works of research and scholarship from 
the interwar years in the Library. The 
Hon. Librarian did not have large sums 
at his disposal but he appears to have had 
a very keen sense of tracing would-be 
sellers of small scholarly collections. In 
addition, he established excellent contacts 
with numerous government and _ private 
agencies which would from time to time 
present books to the Library. 

All of this is perhaps not very singular 
as far as library history goes, but it must 
be emphasized that the University of Tas- 
mania Library had no exchange material 
to offer until after 1950, and that in this 
outpost of civilization there never was a 
second-hand book market as even some 
mainland cities enjoyed. 

The University Library continued its 
solitary and cinderella-ish existence until 
1945 when the first full-time Librarian was 
appointed. The importance of this appoint- 
ment cannot be overestimated. Of all the 
Australian universities this was the last to 
make a full-time appointment of the head 
of that department which the University 
Grants Commission in Great Britain had 
so generously called the “heart of the uni- 
versity”. Whatever the reasons for the lack 
of recognition of librarianship, the fact that 
the incumbent was looked upon as a 
superior clerk rather than as an academic 
contributed to the relatively secondary role 
of the Library in the university for several 
more years. The first full-time Librarian 
left again in 1948 and thus had barely 
enough time to make much of an impres- 
sion on the bibliographic resources of the 
Library. His most noteworthy contribu- 
tion was that he extended the floor area 
of the Library by having a mezzanine floor 
constructed in the reading room and by 
beginning a movement for “territorial 
expansion” which ended only in 1954 when 
the Library had “engulfed” the whole first 
floor of the old building and its annex. 


Between 1946 and 1947 the staff was 
increased by the appointment of an addi- 
tional cataloguer, two junior assistants and 
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a typist, and a trained librarian was 
appointed as deputy. With the staff thus 
at unprecedented strength the arrears in 
cataloguing were caught up by the ex- 
pedient of making author entries and shelf 
lists cards for all books not hitherto listed 
in the catalogue and reducing previous 
cataloguing practices to a basic minimum. 
The annual report of the Chancellor of 
1949 records that “Current acquisitions are 
catalogued as received. An author index to 
the uncatalogued portion of the Library 
was completed in 1948; but the cataloguing 
of this section is retarded through the 
resignation of several members of the 
staff’’(5), 


It was not until the end of 1950 that 
the Library began to have a reasonably 
stable core of fully or partly trained staff. 
At the beginning of 1951 there were three 
fully trained graduate staff members and 
one may well look upon the beginnings 
of the second half of the 20th century as 
representing the turning point in the his- 
tory of this Library. The State Govern- 
ment was persuaded in 1947 to make an 
extra grant of £15,000 available over a 
period of five years. This capital grant was 
designed to fill the gaps of standard jour- 
nals, reference works and texts which had 
developed through the continuous starva- 
tion of the Library till then. The grant 
for recurring needs was raised to £1,800 
of which each department was allocated 
£50 and £850 was set aside for periodicals. 

With such funds at the disposal of the 
Library the faculty and the Librarian made 
an earnest effort to gather a collection of 
books which would at least ensure reason- 
able standards of undergraduate study. 
Indeed the University had not till then 
been accustomed to spending so much on 
its Library and there was a real danger 
that the administration should consider 
this singular financial effort adequate for 
all times to come. Unfortunately just as 
the first extra government grant became 
available, the first full-time librarian re- 
signed and the Library was left for months 
in the hands of an acting librarian, who 
then also resigned before the new per- 
manent librarian arrived. 


The second incumbent of the post of 
chief librarian brought with him experi- 
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ence in public and university libraries and 
succeeded at an early date in improving 
again a staff which had suffered through 
the lack of leadership during the inter- 
regnum. Yet his reign was to be short and 
fraught with difficulties. The special 
government grant was absorbed in general 
revenue even before the fifth year had 
passed and in 1952, during a mild financial 
crisis, the library vote was one of the few 
items of the University’s budget to be cut. 
The cut was severe for the comparatively 
small vote and its effects can still be felt 
today. 


It is now once more necessary to digress 
for a moment and to look at the develop- 
ment of the University as a whole: Soon 
after the war the University started two 
moves which had a far reaching effect 
upon its administration and future growth. 
One was the incorporation of the Tas- 
manian Education Department's Teachers’ 
College within the University’s Faculty of 
Education; the other was the erection of 
the first temporary huts on the Sandy Bay 
site, some three miles from the old campus. 
The first huts are still housing the same 
departments but many more temporary 
buildings have joined them since and 
though 1960 has seen the completion of 
the first two really permanent buildings 
(Engineering and Chemistry) the thirteen- 
year-old temporary accommodation of 
Geology and the temporary buildings of 
other science departments (only a_ little 
younger) may have to wait some further 
five years before they can be replaced by 
permanent structures. The division of the 
University into two camps, three miles 
apart, has brought with it a multitude of 
real and imaginary problems; it has 
brought in its train a considerable degree 
of disunity, of personal hardship, of addi- 
tional administrative costs; it brought 
about, indirectly, a Royal Commission into 
the affairs of the University; last but not 
least it brought considerable difficulties 
in the field of library services. 


When the first science departments 
moved to the new site, they quite naturally 
took a selection of books with them to 
avoid being dependent on a Central Lib- 
rary, rather far removed. Books and 
periodicals acquired for departments on 
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the new site were placed in the temporary 
buildings under the care of the respective 
professors. It did not take long for two 
attitudes to develop: Books and periodicals 
in these science departments were often 
considered expendable like certain labora- 
tory equipment and at the same time the 
departments looked upon the books housed 
in their building as their own private pro- 
perty. The University Library was in 
danger of losing its unity by losing its 
control. In fact the mere mention of the 
word “control” seems to have caused a 
rise of blood pressure in some scientists. 
But in effect control in the sense of 
organization and method was exactly what 
was most needed to prevent the University 
Library from being broken into as many 
fragments as there were professors. By 
1951 some of the more bibliophilic scien- 
tists realized that the only solution to the 
library problem was either to move the 
whole Library to the new site or to have 
a temporary science library to house all 
the existing collections on the Sandy Bay 
site, with a library assistant in charge. As 
the ideal solution was impossible, Tas- 
mania being in the world of men, the 
second of the two alternatives was agreed 
to, with the exception of Geology which 
was allowed its own departmental library 
at the time. All went well for a while. A 
library assistant with a science background 
was engaged and the departmental collec- 
tions of Botany, Physics and Zoology were 
welded into a Science Library, to which 
Mathematics was added because it moved 
to the new site just at that time. 
(Chemistry had been in limbo for some 
time and the vicissitudes of its library need 
not be raised here; suffice it to say that the 
book collection after years of unsuitable 
accommodation, was finally housed in the 
Technical College Library until after the 
new Chemistry building on the Sandy Bay 
site was completed.) The Science Library 
was barely in full swing when the Depart- 
ment of Mathematics expressed its desire 
to have a departmental collection similar 
to the geologists. The whole issue of cen- 
tralized versus decentralized library ser- 
vices was again discussed with some bitter- 
‘ness. The Librarian, already in discom- 
fort owing to some personal problems, 
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threw up the sponge and left the field to 
the decentralisers. 


A history of any library must in all 
fairness deal with its three basic consti- 
tuents: buildings, staff and books. What 
has been said so far about the first two 
factors may not be impressive by world 
standards even though it has been signi- 
ficant for the cultural history of Tasmania. 
Suffice it to sum it up as having been at 
the end of the last decade a less half- 
hearted attempt at providing an essential 
service than the deplorable efforts at the 
beginning of the century. Some general 
comment on the book stock has already 
been made. In terms of mere numbers— 
surely the most ineffectual way of describ- 
ing the strength and usefulness of a collec- 
tion of books—the library is still very much 
on the small side. The rate of growth has 
more than doubled during the last five 
years but while such a relative statement 
does credit to the authorities who have 

rovided the necessary financial resources, 
it still leaves unnoticed the library's 
endeavours to keep up with current book 
production. The beck stock amounted to 
about 49,000 volumes at the time of the 
outbreak of World War II and today there 
are about 125,000 volumes in the whole of 
the University libraries: four-fifths of these 
are housed in the central Library. 


The collection as a whole represents 
today only the very basis for general 
undergraduate studies. The efforts of 
those who have been responsible for 
book selection have in the past been 
mainly directed towards filling the needs 
for class texts and —- reading. Only 
during the last four years has it been pos- 
sible to provide material for advanced 
study on a larger scale. The stimulus for 
an acquisition programme in any given 
field outside the realm of undergraduate 
studies must come from the academic staff. 
Increased research activities have of late 
created a suitable climate for the library 
to develop some lines of its own outside 
and beyond the undergraduate curriculum. 


It is worth noting that until now this 
library has not benefited from gifts as much 
as it might have. The endowments given 
to it in the past have produced a revenue 
which is shamefully small and apart from 
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occasional gifts of a few books, it has 
received only very few major bequests. 
The most significant of these were a small 
part of the Walker collection—the larger 
portion of it went to the State Library— 
and the Dunbabin Library. The latter 
represents the total collection of books 
gathered by the late Professor R. L. Dun- 
babin and includes a considerable number 
of 16th and 17th century editions of Latin 
and Greek Classics. Useful and valuable 
as the collection is, the terms of the gift 
are extremely restrictive and embarrassing 
to the administration of the library. 


Special efforts were made during recent 
years to improve the research value of the 
library; over 200 new periodical subscrip- 
tions have been added within four years 
and 2,100 odd periodicals and serials are 
now being received regularly. 


In 1953 the third full-time librarian was 
appointed: the writer—who may be for- 
given if he hastens through the events of 
the last seven years in the hope that at 
some future date the history of this Library 
since 1950 may be more fully written by 
another incumbent. The records of the 
more recent history are considerably fuller 
than those of the period before 1950, and 
much interesting information can be 
gleaned from the minutes of the Library 
Committee which have been fully written 
up and preserved in the University 
Archives. Since 1954 there are also annual 
reports available which include many 
statistical data. 


Financially the Library has never looked 
back since the disastrous cut in 1952. 


Administratively the Library benefited by 
the implementation in 1956 of certain 
recommendations of the 1955 Royal Com- 
mission according to which the Library 
Committee, until then a Committee of the 
Professorial Board, was changed into a 
Committee consisting of Faculty and Board 
(and later also Council) representatives 
and reporting directly to Council; the 
Committee has also a representative of the 
Student Representative Council. In 1957 
the Librarian was made a full member of 
the Professorial Board which move has 
benefited the Library in endless ways. The 
administrative principles on which the 
Library is now being run were codified 
by Statute XXIX which came into force 
in 1957. 


With the occupation of the first stage 
of the new library building the University 
of Tasmania will be able to enjoy greatly 
extended library services. The reunifica- 
tion of the university on one site will bring 
with it the development of new demands 
on the Library but there will be greatly 
increased facilities to satisfy them. Given 
goodwill towards and understanding of the 
role of the Library in the academic com- 
munity, the University of Tasmania lib- 
rary can play its part in the whole struc- 
ture of tertiary education in Australia. 
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LIBRARY SCHOLARSHIP 


Applications are invited from graduates of a recognised university who are engaged in 
library work or who intend to make library work their profession, for a scholarship of £50 
tenable at the University of New South Wales School of Librarianship for the academic 


year of 1961. 


Preference will be given to applicants who intend to specialize in University Librarian- 


ship. 


Applications giving personal details, education and experience, professional activities 
and interests, and enclosing the names of two referees should reach the undersigned by 


6th of February, 1961. 
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Psychiatric Library Resources in 


Australia: A Brief Survey 


Iris GUNNER 
Librarian, Mental Hygiene Authority, Victoria 


This article could not have been written 
without the help of a number of librarians 
working in special libraries in other States 
of Australia. They were good enough to 
answer a questionaire sent out by Mrs. 
E. Stecher, a librarian at the Central Lib- 
rary of the Mental Hygiene Authority, Vic- 
toria. Her purpose was to collect informa- 
tion which would throw light on the 
nature and extent of library services avail- 
able to psychiatrists in Australia. 


Method of presentation 


I propose to begin by describing in some 
detail psychiatric library services in Vic- 
toria, then to proceed by taking each State 
in turn, and on the basis of information 
gathered to give an outline of the resources 
in other States. In dealing with Victoria 
I shall write only of the facilities provided 
by the Central Library of the M.H.A. This 
is not to say that other libraries such as 
the B.M.A. and the University Medical 
Library do not have any psychiatric litera- 
ture; they do, but within Victoria this lib- 
rary has, by virtue of its participation in 
the Central Medical Library Organization, 
taken on the function of a the primary 
psychiatric reference library for the State. 


The Central Medical Library Organiza- 
tion is a body formed by key medical lib- 
raries in Melbourne, and each has agreed 
to’ make its specialized resources freely 
available to fellow members. The head- 
quarters of the organization are at the 
Melbourne University Medical Library 
and it is here that the developing union 
list of medical books is held. The entire 
holdings of the Central Library of the 
Mental Hygiene Authority have been 
entered and are therefore accessible to any- 
one who directs enquiries to the Central 
’ Medical Library Organization. The recent 
accessions to this union list are being dup- 
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licated to be distributed free of charge to 
members, and will be available at a nomi- 
nal charge to non-members. It is hoped 
that the projected National Union Cata- 
logue on which the Australian Advisory 
Council on Bibliographic Services is work- 
ing will at some future date, be able to 
incorporate the Central Medical Library 
Organization’s union list. 


Growth of the Central Library of the 
Mental Hygiene Authority 


In Victoria the inception and develop- 
ment of the Authority’s library was directly 
connected with the increasing prestige 
accorded to psychiatry as a serious branch 
of medicine. Awareness of the need for 
research in this field was expressed by the 
Chairman, Dr. E. Cunningham Dax: “ 
the Authority must provide teaching faci- 
lities for the younger staff and opportuni- 
ties for study and research for those with 
longer experience. For this purpose an 
Institute of Psychiatry should founded 
where library facilities are available and 
tutorials could be given, where clinical 
research could be encouraged.”’) 


It was shortly after this, in 1954, that 
the Mental Health Research Institute was 
established “. . . to act as a focus for 
research into mental illness . . . [and to] 
study and et ie aspects of the preven- 
tion of mental ill-health in Victoria.’’‘) 
An important part of this establishment 
was the provision of a psychiatric library 
in the charge of a professional librarian. 


About 1500 books formed the nucleus 
of the library, most of them acquired from 
the various State hospitals which over the 
years had accumulated small unorganized 
collections. Other books were donated as 
the result of an appeal and amongst these 
were a number of old works which are 
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interesting from an historical point of 
view. The rate of the library’s develop- 
ment from this modest beginning can be 
gauged by comparing figures of the hold- 
ings as quoted in the Annual Reports of 
the Mental Hygiene Authority. 


Books and Journal 
Pamphlets Subscriptions 
1955 2,000 68 
(inc. duplicates) 
1959 9,000 250 


(inc. duplicates, 
151 different titles) 


Another indication of the expansion of 
the library and its services is the growth 
of the staff from one to four members. 
These, incidentally, are recruited indepen- 
dently and not seconded from the State 
Public Library. 


Functions of the Central Library 


(a) The most far-reaching of these has 
already been mentioned, that of acting as 
the main reference library in Victoria for 
literature in the psychiatric and mental 
health fields. This function is fulfilled by 
lending on inter-library loan journals and 
all books except reference books. During 
1959, 66 books and 36 journals were lent 
to other libraries. We also lend to a con- 
siderable number of individuals outside 
the department, but have not kept count 
of the number of these loans. Many of the 
requests are from University and Teachers’ 
College students, and from former mem- 
bers of the department. 


I expect that there will gradually be 
more demand for our serial holdings 
because they were sent for inclusion in 
“Scientific Serials in Australian Libraries” 
only last year, and as successive supple- 
ments of the union list appear, a greater 
number of our holdings will be listed. 
Some of these are rarely held items. I 
checked our list of serials with the entries 
in S.S.A.L. and found that 61 of our titles 
are unique in Australia, and that another 
24 are unique in Victoria. I have no doubt 
however that the grandness of these claims 
is due to the fact that many libraries have 
not yet entered their holdings. 


(b) As an integral part of the Mental 
Health Research Institute the library plays 
a role in the carrying out of research pro- 
grammes. This involves supplying litera- 
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ture needed by research workers, either by 
purchase or inter-library loan. The num- 
ber of items thus borrowed in 1959 was 
184, while 567 new books and 150 pam- 
phlets were bought during the same period. 
Another aspect of library work connected 
with research is the compilation of bilio- 
graphies, checking of references and search- 
ing for material on specific subjects. The 
volume of such work has become so great 
that one assistant spends almost all her 
time attending to it. Some of her recent 
projects have been: 

(i) an extensive bibliography on the 
psychiatric aspects of ageing, 1956-1959, 

(ii) an extensive bibliography on Aus- 
tralian literature of psychiatric and neuro- 
logic interest, 1918 +-. This is being kept 
up to date. 

(ii) a bibliography on the prevention of 
suicide, 

(iv) a bibliography on electroencephalo- 
graphy and old age, 

Another aid to the research worker is 
the duplication of articles needed for con- 
stant reference. The library was able to 
meet 126 such ‘requests in 1959. 

(c) The Chief Clinical Officer at the 
M.H.R.I. is responsible for directing post- 
graduate and ancillary medical education 
within the Mental Hygiene Authority. 
Most medical officers are engaged in study 
for the Diploma of Psychological Medicine, 
and it is the job of the library to provide 
them with texts and journals necessary for 
this study. The library also caters for needs 
arising from courses undertaken by other 
members of the department, such as 
psychiatric nurses and social workers. 

(d) The Central Library supplies 23 
State hospitals and clinics with permanent 
loan collections. Each department within 
each institution is entitled to take one 
journal and to keep on hand such books 
as are considered necessary for the carry- 
ing out of routine work. Requests are for- 
warded to the Library and are ordered 
subject to the approval of the Chief 
Clinical Officer. When items are received 
they are catalogued and classified before 
being sent on permanent loan. The cata- 
logue in the Central Library is a union 
catalogue, so that items from any institu- 
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tion can be temporarily recalled for loan 
elsewhere. Each institution is provided 
with its own card catalogue and _ this 
serves as a check when taking stock of per- 
manent loans. The books comprising these 
collections cover a wide range of subjects 
since they are used by psychiatrists, social 
workers, psychologists, speech therapists, 
laboratory workers and others. The peri- 
pheral libraries are usually cared for by 
the Psychiatrist Superintendent's secretary 
who keeps in close touch with the librarian. 
The system by which the collections are 
administered is on the whole a uniform one 
worked out by the Central Library. 
Altogether there are about 3000 books on 
permanent loan, 213 of which were issued 
in 1959. 

One of the most time-consuming jobs of 
the Library is, of course, the issuing of 
books on ordinary loan and the circula- 
tion of journals throughout the depart- 
ment. During 1959, 1,862 books and 6,906 
journals were issued. 

Resources of library 

This analysis was made by counting the 
titles (excluding analytical and added sub- 
ject entries) in the relevant sections of 
our classified catalogue (U.D.C.). I have 
omitted a number of sections, for instance 
librarianship, arts and crafts, because such 
holdings do not reflect the essential 
character of our resources. 


Subject Books Pamphlets 
Psychology and psychoanalysis ...... 477 46 
Sociology 159 78 
Forensic medicine and psychiatry 138 65 
Social welfare (including mental 

hospitals) 14 100 
Genetics 
Biochemistry 30 12 
Medicine 125 
Anatomy and neuroanatomy 65 _ 


Physiology and neurophysiology .. 69 — 


Public and mental health .............. 119 88 
Nursing 79 1 
Neurology .. 18 
Psychiatry 364 39 


Some Reference Books in the Library 
In this list I have included only those 
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reference works related to psychology, 
psychiatry and neurology. 


Annual review of psychology. 

Annual survey of psychoanalysis. 

Current list of medical literature. 

Digest of neurology and psychiatry. 

Excerpta medica, Section 8. 

Index medicus. 

Melbourne University, annual examina- 
tions, Booklet B. (Includes papers in 
psychology.) 

Melbourne University, annual examina- 
tions. Post-graduate medical and dental 
examinations. 

Progress in clinical psychology. 

Progress in neurology and psychiatry. 

Progress in psychotherapy. 

Psychoanalysis and the social sciences. 

Psychoanalytic study of the child. 

Quarterly cumulative index medicus. 

Yearbook of neurology, psychiatry and 
neurosurgery. 


New South Wales 


In New South Wales there are at least 
two important sources of psychiatric litera- 
ture, the University of Sydney and the 
Department of Public Health. 


(a) Library of the Department of Pub- 
lic Health. The Department of Public 
Health does not maintain a_ psychiatric 
library as such, but its medical library 
serves, amongst others, the staff of the Men- 
tal Hospitals Division. The type of service 
is very similar to that provided by the Cen- 
tral Library in Victoria. One important 
difference is that in N.S.W. patients’ lib- 
raries are properly organized and adminis- 
tered by the Public Health Library, 
whereas in Victoria these are run on a 
voluntary basis.) 


Psychiatrists are able to draw on the 
resources of the Library, which lends books 
and circulates journals to them. They are 
also able to make use of permanent loan 
collections at their own institution. A lib- 
rarian is employed at each hospital to 
administer both the technical and _ the 
patients’ libraries, and to distribute litera- 
ture on ordinary loan from the Public 
Health Library. As in Victoria peripheral 
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libraries are centrally supplied, their hold- 
ings centrally processed and entered in the 
union catalogue. Each institution holds 
its own catalogues for the recreational and 
technical libraries. 

Additional library services, again similar 
to those in Victoria, are available. These 
include the issuing of accession bulletins, 
searching for material on specified topics, 
duplication of articles and some compila- 
tion of bibliographies. The library also 
borrows on an inter-library loan basis, 
mainly from the University of Sydney, the 
B.M.A, and the Sydney Hospital. 


The bookstock of the library numbers 
about 20,000 volumes (excluding pam- 
phlets and annual reports); and the lib- 
rary subscribes to 300 journals. These 
figures do not include the holdings of the 
Recreational Library Service. I do not 
know how many of these books and jour- 
nals fall within the fields of psychiatry, 
neurology and mental health. 


(b) University of Sydney. Since the 
inauguration of the Chair of Psychiatry, 
much of the material which was formerly 
in the Medical Library is now kept in the 
Post-graduate Psychiatric Library at 
Broughton Hall. Its bookstock numbers 
some 500 volumes and 20 journals are 
regularly received. The University recently 
purchased the library of the late Dr. R. S. 
Ellery, and most of the psychiatric books 
in the collection are being sent to the Post- 
graduate Psychiatric Library. 

The medical library still has a number 
of books of psychiatric interest: 


Psychiatry 58 volumes 
Therapeutics ....... 
Neurology . 60 
Mental health ... 
Journals . 25 titles® 


(* 5 of which are unobtainable elsewhere in N.S.W.) 


Western Australia 


A questionnaire was sent to the Lib- 
rarian of the Department of Public Health 
in Perth. In his helpful reply he pointed 
out that in W.A. the Public Health Depart- 
ment is quite separate from the Mental 
Health Services, and that any State-wide 
library services for psychiatrists would be 
carried out by this department. Unfor- 
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tunately I have received no information 
as to whether such services exist. 


The Public Health Librarian did how- 
ever mention that the Child Guidance 
Clinic is part of the Public Health Depart- 
ment, and gave details about its library. 
This is one of the 40 odd sub-libraries, all 
of which are centrally administered. It 
consists of about 160 volumes on child 
psychiatry and development, and takes 20 
journals, This bookstock is available to all 
members of the Public Health Department, 
and may be more widely borrowed by inter- 
library loan. 


Medical Library of Western Australia 
This library was formed by the amalga- 
mation of the University Medical and 
B.M.A. libraries, and it has become the 
main centre for medical literature in the 
State. In the psychiatric field it possesses 
about 70 books and takes 18 journals. It 
serves the needs of University staff and 
students, members of the B.M.A. and other 
accredited institutions. Psychiatric refer- 
ence work is carried out on request, and 
literature is borrowed from other states to 
supplement its Own psychiatric resources. 


Tasmania 


In Tasmania the Mental Health Division 
is under the administration of the Depart- 
ment of Health Services. This Department 
maintains a library which includes a 
psychiatric section. 


The Library does not supply psychiatric 
institutions with permanent loan collec- 
tions, nor are there peripheral libraries 
functioning independently of the Health 
Services Library. Books are lent and jour- 
nals circulated to staff at the various insti- 
tutions and the library obtains, through 
inter-library loan, psychiatric books from 
the State Reference Library and the Royal 
Hobart Hospital. The only bibliographic 
work undertaken is the compilation of a 
list of books held by Divisions within the 
Department of Health Services. A copy of 
this was sent to me, and immediately 
proved useful, as I was able to locate a re- 
quested book unavailable in Victoria. The 
books held by the Mental Health Division 
are listed in Dewey order and number 
about 200, covering the fields of psychology, 
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forensic psychiatry, mental institutions, 
neurology and psychiatry. Roughly two 
hundred journals are currently received, a 
dozen of which are of psychiatric interest. 


Queensland 


The Department of Health and Home 
Affairs has recently established an indepen- 
dent psychiatric library. This serves the 
needs of the Division of Welfare and 
Guidance, and is situated in the Children’s 
Welfare and Guidance Clinic. The book- 
stock numbered 150 volumes in June 1960, 
including books on psychology, sociology, 
welfare, neurology and psychiatry, As yet 
there are no reference works in the collec- 
tion. Libraries from which material is bor- 
rowed in order to meet requests are the 
Medical Library of the University and that 
of the Department of Health and Home 
Affairs. 

In the State mental hospitals there are 
small libraries which function indepen- 
dently of the new library. The Librarian 
hopes later on to incorporate these hospital 
collections in the catalogue of the 
psychiatric library. There has been no time 
yet to organize regular circulation of jour- 
nals to medical staff. Books and journals 
are available for loan only to departmental 
members. 

It was most interesting to hear of the 
establishment of this library in Brisbane, 
and it seems likely that in the near future 
the library needs of psychiatrists and allied 
workers will be satisfied on a state-wide 
basis. 


South Australia 

In South Australia the Public Library 
staffs and maintains 14 State government 
department libraries. At present there is 
however no library serving the Hospitals 
Department, which is responsible for 
mental institutions. 

The main deposit of psychiatric litera- 
ture appears to be at the University of 
Adelaide in the Medical Library. Apart 
from students and staff, this library serves 
the needs of the B.M.A. I presume that 
medical officers in the State hospitals also 
* make use of this library, Its psychiatric col- 
lection includes the following books: 
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Psychiatry 105 volumes 
Therapeutic 
Mental health . 
55 titles 


The Librarian also mentioned that about 
20 books are received annually for the 
psychiatry section, and that it is intended 
to enlarge this section in the near future. 


Conclusion 


One aim of this survey was to find the 
whereabouts of the main deposits of 
psychiatric literature in Australia. I think 
this has, in great part, been achieved, but 
I feel it is more than probable that some 
important collections have not been 
located. If so, this has been unavoidable, 
due to the very ignorance which prompted 
the survey. Perhaps one beneficial result of 
publishing these findings might be that 
librarians will make known other collec- 
tions which should have been included. 


It was pointed out, in correspondence 
connected with this survey, that merely to 
give figures for the number of volumes 
held by certain libraries would yield in- 
formation of little or no value. 1 think it is 
true that to make known the size of a 
library does nothing towards evaluating 
the worth of its contents; for instance it 
is possible for a library to have an enor- 
mous number of works on neurology, and 
for all of them to be quite out of date. A 
survey such as this would give no indica- 
tion of this important fact. I think that in 
order to obtain this type of information 
it would be necessary to conduct another 
survey, the purpose of which would be 
quite different from that of the one already 
carried out. It seems, however, a reasonable 
procedure to discover the resources first. 


I think one fact has emerged clearly, that 
psychiatric collections are both small and 
scattered. In the face of this sad state of 
affairs psychiatric librarians are confronted 
with two tasks: first to build up their 
collections, secondly to make available their 
resources to other libraries and by the same 
token to avail themselves of other resources. 
I am aware that to stress the importance 
of inter-library co-operation is to stress a 
concept which has become almost a com- 
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monplace in librarianship. Yet I make no 
apology for suggesting that there should be 
far more co-operation between medical 
librarians than exists at the moment, Every- 
thing possible should be done to ensure 
that Australian medical resources be put 
to the maximum use, 

As far as serial literature is concerned 
there already exists an excellent means of 
making known our holdings; this is by 
sending entries for inclusion in “Scientific 
Serials in Australian Libraries’, the union 
list published by the Commonwealth 
Scientific and Industrial Research Organi- 
zation. | would urge that the two libraries 
included in this survey which do not par- 
ticipate in this union list should try to see 
that their serials are listed in the near 
future. 


The question of participating in some 
similar scheme to make medical books 
easily accessible is more complicated, be- 
cause there is no centralized union list for 
Australia to which entries can be sent. A 
start, as I mentioned before, has been made 
in Victoria, where the Central Medical 
Library Organization receives the acces- 
sions of all medical libraries belonging to 
the organization, and is at present extend- 
ing the list to include early holdings. There 
is therefore in Victoria a single source from 
which information can be obtained about 
medical literature in that State. If a similar 
list existed in each State it would be a 
comparatively easy task for medical libra- 
rians to locate material anywhere in Aus- 
tralia; and needless to say the standard of 
service we could then provide would be 
far superior to that which is now possible. 


It would be futile to expect that there 
could be fruitful co-operation between 
psychiatric librarians as such, because there 
are only three purely psychiatric libraries 
in Australia: the Central Library of the 
Mental Hygiene Authority in Melbourne, 
the psychiatric library of the Department 
of Health and Home Affairs in Brisbane, 
and the Post-graduate Psychiatric Library 
of the University of Sydney. It has been 
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seen that the bulk of Australian psychiatric 
literature is included in general medical 
and public health libraries. It is clear there- 
fore that the important task of making 
psychiatric literature generally accessible is 
part and parcel of the wider task of making 
accessible the resources of medical libraries. 
There is no doubt that interest in 
psychiatry is increasing; it has been said 
that “‘[it] is no longer a side-line of medi- 
cine and seems likely to take its place in 
the very forefront of medical practice’. 
Already the demands on psychiatric library 
resources are increasing, and in view of the 
prediction just quoted, it seems proper that 
those in charge of these resources should 
be well equipped to provide for the needs 
of this growing specialty. 
Finally I wish to thank for their help the 
Librarians of:— 
1. The Department of Health Ser- 
vices, Hobart. 
2. The Depariment of Public Health, 


Sydney. 

3. The Medical Library, University of 
Sydney. 

4. The Medical Library, University of 
Adelaide. 


5. The Central Library, South Aus- 
tralian Government Offices, Adel- 
aide. 

6. The Division of 
Guidance, Brisbane. 

7. The Department of Public Health, 
Perth. 

8. The Medical Library of Western 
Australia, Perth. 

9. The University of Western Aus- 

tralia, Perth. 


Welfare and 
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Future Administration of the 
Library Association of Australia 


In 1959 the General Council of the 
L.A.A. appointed a Committee to inquire 
into the future administration of the Asso- 
ciation. This Committee consisted of Mr. 
B. W. Wray (Convener), Miss B. C. L. 
Doubleday and Mr. A. Horton, and their 
report was discussed by the General Coun- 
cil at the August, 1960, meeting. The 
Report is brief and provocative and the 
Council did not accept all of the recom- 
mendations, but it did accept the recom- 
mendations that the Association’s office 
should remain in Sydney, that a review of 
office procedures aimed at reducing costs 
be continued, and that members be asked 
to make statements in accordance with 
By-law 37 when paying their subscriptions 
for 1961. 


The Committee’s inquiry into the fin- 
ances of Branches and Sections revealed 
that some had accumulated funds beyond 
their present needs and, after some dis- 
cussion, the Council decided to accept the 
Committee’s suggestion and to base pay- 
ments to Sections Branches’ on 
approved estimates of expenditure rather 
than on membership. 


The inquiry into the work load of the 
Association’s paid and honorary officers 
revealed that the paid staff is fully em- 
ployed, that the Honorary General Secre- 
tary spends from 10-20 hours per week on 
Association business, and that the Chair- 
man or Deputy Chairman of the Board 
of. Examination was in the past spending 
from 4-20 hours per week on the Board’s 
work. 

In view of these findings the Committee 
recommended the appointment of a paid 
_ Director of the L.A.A. The Council 
approved the suggestion and it is expected 
that the position will be advertised soon. 
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The Committee’s recommendation that 
the Association should give up examining 
in Librarianship at the professional level 
in about five years was referred to the 
Board of Examination. The suggestion 
that the retention of the Association’s 
qualifications be made dependent on the 
retention of membership in the Associa- 
tion was deferred as it related to the Royal 
Charter. 


The most controversial recommendation 
was that “Branches in their present form 
should be abolished and _ co-ordinating 
committees with representatives of each 
Section substituted.” In support of this 
suggestion the Committee stated: “At pre- 
sent there are Branches based on _ geo- 
graphical areas and Sections based on areas 
of interest. 


“The development of professional acti- 
vities within the Association is the respon- 
sibility of the Sections. Branches are not 
suitable for this type of development and 
with increased specialisation the need for 
Branch organization has passed. 


“In New South Wales, for instance, 
Branch meetings are now being held in 
conjunction with Sections or Divisions. It 
appears that all meetings now being held 
by the Association could be held under 
the auspices of the Sections. 


“It is the opinion of the Committee that 
the present organization and financial 
arrangements tend to dissipate the strength 
of the Association. 


“The abolition of Branches in_ their 


present form is therefore proposed. They 
should be replaced by co-ordinating com- 
mittees for each area consisting of Section 
representatives. 
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“It may, however, be convenient to retain 
the formal existence of the Branches 
because of the value to the Association 
of their existence as an entity in the 
legislation of the various States. For 
instance, in New South Wales, the Branch 
has a representative on the Library Board 
and it would be unwise to do anything to 
alter an arrangement that makes this 
possible.” 


Many Councillors opposed this recom- 
mendation and claimed that their Branches 


were strong and active and able to present 
a programme which was wider than sec- 
tional interests. In some States the Sec- 
tions hardly exist at all. After some dis- 
cussion the Council decided to take no 
action for the present. 


A Committee to try to persuade univer- 
sities of the need for University schools of 
librarianship was appointed. The members 
of the Committee are Mr. J. Metcalfe, Mr. 
B. W. Wray and the Chairman of the 
Board of Examination. 


MAJOR SURVEY OF AUSTRALIAN LIBRARY RESOURCES 


The Fulbright Committee has announced the award of a grant to Professor 
Maurice Tauber, of Columbia University, to conduct a full-scale survey of Australian 
library resources. Professor Tauber will arrive in Australia the first week of February 
and will spend six months in field work. He is coming at the invitation of the Library 
Association of Australia (which acted on a request from the University Libraries Section) 
and will be officially attached to the Commonwealth National Library. 


Professor Tauber was born in Norfolk, Virginia, in 1908. His undergraduate work 
was done at Temple University in Philadelphia from which he also took a master’s degree 
in education in 1939. His library school was Columbia and this was followed up by 
postgraduate study at Chicago from which he took his Ph. D. in 1941. He was in the 
Temple University Library from 1927 to 1935, then in the Chicago University Library 
from 1935 to 1944. He has been at Columbia University from 1944 to date, since 1954 
as Melvil Dewey Professor of Library Science. He received the Margaret Mann Citation 
in 1953 and the Melvil Dewey Medal in 1955. He has made numerous library surveys. 


With Louis R. Wilson he wrote THE UNiversity Liprary, now in its second edition; 
he is the author of TECHNICAL SERVICEs IN LiBRARIES; and he has been editor of COLLEGE 
AND RESEARCH LIBRARIES since 1948. 


Australians will find Professor Tauber a warm and friendly personality, a keen 
thinker and an extremely hard worker. The survey is most timely because of the rapid 
growth of our research collections and the need for planning future growth. Principal 
emphasis in the survey will be on: (1) description and evaluation of major collections; 
(2) special holdings in general collections, the data to be acquired by means of question- 
naires; (3) identification of important collections that may not be well known; (4) 
determination of weaknesses in relation to the needs of research workers or to the 
national interests; and (5) publicising of collections of value to scholars, including those 
overseas. In addition special attention will be paid to: union catalogues and lists, inter- 
library loans, co-operative acquisition and centralized services. We are grateful to the 
Fulbright programme for Professor Tauber’s appointment and the extremely important 
which will follow. 
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The Complete Subscription Service 
For Libraries 


R. Hill & Son’s service to Libraries starts with the placing of the 
subscription: — 


@ Our instructions to publishers include orders for title pages and 
indexes, which they usually furnish without charge. 


@ We see that defective, damaged or missing copies are replaced without 
additional expense to you, whenever it is possible to do so. 


@ We can secure for you free sample copies of any magazine in which 
you are interested but with which you are not entirely familiar. 


®@ We keep in close touch with you at all times by correspondence 
regarding any irregularities of service, promptly furnish you with 


copies of our adjustment letters to publishers and with their replies. 


@ We can supply any periodical of any classification published any- 
where in the world. 


@ Our renewal system ensures that no copies are missed through late 
payment. 


@ Our prices are special Library rates which save you money. 
@ Our service includes the direct supply of magazines quarter bound 


ready for letting, thus ensuring longer letting life, faster delivery and 
savings in postage and freight. 


R. HILL & SON LTD. 


G.P.O. Box 4577 sf Phone BU 3304 


14 SPRING STREET, SYDNEY, N.S.W. 
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DYMOCK’S 


THE STORE WITH THE BEST 
BOOKS 


DYMOCK’S FOR ALL BOOKS 
LARGE STOCKS ALWAYS AVAILABLE 


Catalogues on Request 


DYMOCK’S BOOK ARCADE LTD. 


424 George Street, Sydney 


Telephone BL 3611 


WHITCOMBE'S 
BOOK SERVICE 


Consult us for the latest in fiction, 
biographies, juvenile, travel, 
educational and text books. 


WHITCOMBE & TOMBS 
Pty. Ltd. 


20 Bond Street 
MELBOURNE 
Phone: MA 3687 


8 Exchange Arcade 
GEELONG 
Phone: Geelong 4501 


12 Barrack Street 
SYDNEY 
Phone: BX 4196 


596-598 Hay Street 
PERTH 
Phone: 21-7044 


UY 2256 


L. J. CULLEN 


Pty. Ltd. 
75 CANTERBURY ROAD BANKSTOWN 


UY 5607 


PRINTERS & BOOKBINDERS 
Office Suppliers 


Specialising in 
Library Stationery, Bookbinding 


VII 


Library Associations in Canada 


G. P. SELTH 


“IT am fully convinced that as soon as 
there are five or more earnest library work- 
ers in any state, they ought to put their 
names together as a state association,” (!) 
These words of Melvil Dewey were written 
in 1891, fifteen years after he had helped 
found the A.L.A. The first state library 
associations had come into being the pre- 
vious year, and already numbered ten. By 
1905 there were 28, and today there is not 
a State in the Union without an active 
association in its own name. 

Quite autonomous in the beginning, 
these state bodies have become chapte-s 
of the American Library Association, which 
exercises a strict control over their consti- 
tutions, They retain, however, a good meas- 
ure of independence, publishing their own 
journal as a rule, providing a focus for 
state activity in bibliography and _histori- 
ography, and exacting from the average 
librarian an allegiance that the A.L.A., for 
all its authority and influence, is unable 
to claim. In a very real sense, the state 
association is closest of all to the library 
activity carried on day by day in every 
corner of the United States. 

These remarks can be repeated with 
respect to the provincial associations of 
Canada, with two significant differences. 
First, while they acknowledge affiliation 
with the national body, their autonomy is 
unqualified. And secondly, to their func- 
tional claims they add the less disputable 
claim of historical priority. When the first 
discussions on the subject of library asso- 
ciation were held in 1900, the decision was 
made to organize provincially, and the 
same year saw the birth of the Ontario L.A. 
Eleven years later the British Columbia 
association was formed, followed by those 
of Quebec, the Atlantic Provinces, Mani- 
toba, Saskatchewan and Alberta—the last in 
1944. The Canadian Library Association 
dates only from 1946. Its growth to the 
present level of prestige is the more re- 

markable for the brevity of its history. 


Apart from specialized groups such as the 
Medical Library Association, there are two 
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bodies in Canada officially classified as 
national library associations. Some would 
claim, however, that one of these, the Asso- 
ciation canadienne des Bibliothécaires de 
langue francaise — which began in 1943 
as the Association canadienne des Biblio- 
théques catholiques — disqualifies itself by 
its limited outlook, expressed in its own 
frequent references to “the Province”: that 
is, Quebec. The C.L.A., on the other hand, 
claims an influence from Atlantic to Pacific, 
and has expressed the objects of that in- 
fluence in an Activities Report issued at 
the time of its foundation. 

The report lists two categories of objec- 
tives. The first includes liaison between 
Canada and the world; liaison between the 
matters of postage, customs, films, the 
prolession and the Federal Government (on 
National Gallery, Library and Archives, 
the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, 
etc.); publications; national conferences; 
and public relations at the national level, 
by means of radio, television, national 
magazines and Young Canada’s Book Weck. 
In the second fall the questions of stand- 
ards (of library service, legislation and 
personnel) ; placement and exchange of 
librarians, and support of efforts to promote 
their training; loan of professional library 
information; and encouragement to the 
compilation of basic Canadian reference 
books (e.g. Atlas of Canada, Encyclopedia 
Canadiana, and the forthcoming Diction- 
ary of Canadian biography and Dictionary 
of Canadian English). The aims are am- 
bitious, the achievements already consider- 
able. Some of the most important lie in 
the realm of publication, and will be con- 
sidered in greater detail further on. 


The provincial associations are seven, as 
already named. The Atlantic Provinces 
L.A. may strictly be considered a regional 
association, embracing as it does New 
Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Is- 
land and Newfoundland. 


But these four provinces are very small 
and compact, approaching if 
not political entity; and this, together with 
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the fact that A.P.L.A. replaces rather than 
supplements organizations of smaller scope 
(except in New Brunswick, where a 
N.B.L.A. carries on a limited programme) , 
perhaps justifies the official nomenclature 
of provincial association. 


The situation in Quebec is rendered 
unique by the factor of bilingualism. 
Although French is the mother tongue for 
83%, of its population, as many as 26%, 
name English as an official language, and 
there are a number of important institu- 
tions in Montreal, including McGill Uni- 
versity, where French is rarely heard. ‘Thus 
it is not surprising that in addition to the 
flourishing A.C.B.L.F. there is the some- 
what erratic Quebec L.A., the language of 
whose meetings is, as a general rule, En- 
glish. 


The level of enthusiasm within the pro- 
vincial associations appears to be rising. 
The province is felt to be the logical plan- 
ning unit, because of the increasing ten- 
dency of its government to supervise library 
development, and the work of the C.L.A. 
must be freely adapted to local conditions. 
To help achieve this object, each provincial 
organization holds an annual conference, 
publishes a journal regularly, and — an 
important activity in this continent — 
plays a vital part in preserving the his- 
torical heritage of the political unit by 
championing its literature and_ its his- 
toriography. 

Into this not too complex picture of 
library association in Canada is hurled one 
truly complicating factor. This takes the 
form of a third kind of group, which ex- 
tends its benefits to one province only, and 
which, in this one instance, is not intra- 
national but international. It is the reg- 
ional association, of which there are five 
in the United States — Pacific Northwest, 
Mountain-Plains, Southwestern, Southeast- 
ern and New England — representing 32 
states and one Canadian province, British 
Columbia. 


The basic reason for the founding of the 
regional associations has been expressed by 
John S. Richards, former president of 
A.L.A. “Some of the sparsely settled and 
under-developed areas of [the United 
States] realized that they could accomplish 
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through regional co-operation what they 
could not accomplish at the state and local 
level.” Whereas large states such as New 
York and California have been adequate in 
themselves for their own problems, many 
others with small, scattered populations, 
und at a distance from the large centres of 
influence, found a need for grouping to- 
gether in bands of five to nine states. It is 
significant that they comprise —two- 
thirds of the Continental _ states 
but only one-third of the total A.L.A. 
membership. The New England 
L.A. is an exception, and indeed a different, 
less formal, kind of organization; the others 
were born of necessity rather than mutual 
stimulation. 

P.N.L.A. was the first of the regional 


library associations, and from its 
inception has included British Columbia, 
along with Washington, Oregon, 
Idaho and Montana. Its record of 
achievement over fifty years is, to 
say the least, impressive. It began 
the Subscription books bulletin (now 


merged with the Booklist), and asked the 
A.L.A. to assume control of its publication 
when the number of subscribers outside the 
region exceeded those from within. It 
founded a Young Reader’s Choice Award 
for books relating to the area. It has 
undertaken an ambitious Library Develop- 
ment Project, analyzing the economic, 
geographical, political and human factors 
affecting the future of librarianship in the 
Northwest. Its Committee on Bibliography 
has made available to students of the reg- 
ion Special collections in the libraries of 
the Pacific Northwest and other valuable 
reference tools. And in 1936, with a grant 
of $35,000 from the ever-faithful Carnegie 
Corporation, it established the Pacific 
Northwest Bibliographic Center at Seattle, 
which in the first three months of 1960 
handled 3,658 requests for information on 
library holdings. By means of its Union 
Catalog covering about forty institutions 
of the Northwest, plus the Library of Con- 
gress and the John Crerar Library, the 
Center has accelerated interlibrary loans, 
and led to the publication of a survey of 
individual library holdings and the organ- 
ization of conferences on specialization. 


Library association activity in Canada 
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comes to a head in the publications to 
which it has given birth. The C.L.A. is the 
most prolific publisher, and is best known 
overseas for its bi-monthly bulletin, now 
called Canadian library. Uninspiring in 
appearance (despite a regular acknowledge- 
ment of the designer) , it nonetheless fulfils 
the purposes of a national periodical in its 
coverage. A more important objective is 
achieved in its Canadian index to period- 
icals and documentary films, which takes its 
place alongside the Wilson indexes and 
P.A.LS. as an indispensible reference tool in 
all Canadian libraries working in the areas 
of the humanities and the social sciences. 
The monthly issues are mimeographed, the 
annual cumulations printed. C.L.A. also 
publishes a Canadian library directory (an- 
nual), Canadian public library laws (two 
cumulative volumes, plus supplements) , 
five catalogues of newspapers, and numer- 
ous miscellaneous works of considerable 
value. 

The A.C.B.L.F. issues a printed quarterly 
bulletin, neatly designed, though  dis- 
appointing in paper and size olf page. 
P.N.L.A. also publishes a quarterly which 
does not offend the eye, and contains essen- 
tial material on such activities as its Library 
Development Project and the Bibliographic 
Center. 

And each of the provincial associations 
has its own Bulletin or Newsletter. They 
are quarterlies, with one exception (Saskat- 
chewan’s, a bi-annual) ; and mimeographed, 
again with one exception. But they are all 
well and neatly produced; and though 
mostly of the newsletter variety, some (e.g. 
Alberta L.A’s. Bulletin) include a good 
proportion of serious matter which may 
well justify printing, given the necessary 
funds. One province merits further con- 
sideration, providing as it does an illustra- 
tion of what can be done by a group rep- 
resenting a population little larger than 
that of Queensland. 


B.C.L.A. publishes not one journal but 
two: the British Columbia library quarterly 
and the B.C.L.A. Reporter. The Reporter 
is a newsletter, carrying reports of meetings, 
events to come, additions to buildings and 
extension of services, personnel appoint- 
ments and resignations. Because of its 
ephemeral nature, it is mimeographed. The 
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Quarterly, on the other hand, publishes 
articles on librarianship, archives, history, 
literature, etc., relating to the province, 
and its enduring value is held to justify not 
only printing, but the finest of printing. 
In this regard its editors are fortunate in 
having at hand Robert Reid, a young 
typographer whose work has recently been 
much admired throughout the country and 
beyond, and who last year won three first 
awards in the annual exhibition of the 
Society of Typographic Designers of Can- 
ada. As far as design and printing are 
concerned, the Quarterly is entirely in his 
hands; and from this aspect alone is worthy 
of a place in any library. 

B.C.L.A. is not representative of Canada 
in respect of its publishing activities. ‘There 
is no other provincial association which 
issues a printed journal (the Ontario 
library review is the publication of a gov- 
ernment department), and no other which 
issues more than one. Indeed, the fact that 
British Columbia can claim five of the 
fifteen presidents of CLA implies an un- 
usual strength of librarians in this province. 
But if there is a difference here it is only 
one of degree: enthusiasm, and a measure 
of achievement, pervade the scene in every 
part of the country, 

The existence of a few small city library 
associations (e.g. Ottawa, Halifax) might 
also be noted; but enough has perhaps been 
said for the reader to sense the scope of 
library association in Canada. The fact 
that many librarians belong to four differ- 
ent, independent bodies—as, C.L.A., 
B.C.L.A., P.N.L.A. and A.L.A. (which 
offers its membership to C.L.A. members at 
greatly subscription) — may 
strike the Australian as an extreme case of 
over-organization. But the purpose of each 
group is real enough to one working in 
their midst. None will claim that the pur- 
poses have been achieved, but at least they 
have been grasped. The enormity of what 
remains is regarded as a challenge, and is 
being cheerfully accepted by all the associa- 
tions, national, provincial and regional, 
individually and in co-operation. 
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Collection, Storage, Indexing and 


Distribution of Material and Information 


concerning Library Architecture 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON LIBRARY ARCHITECTURE 


In 1959 the Council appointed a Com- 
mittee “to collect Australian library plans 
and data on library buildings and to 
investigate the possibility of reducing the 
information to a standard form such as a 
film strip and that the Committee seek the 
cooperation of the Institute of Architects 
and its State Chapters. The members of the 
Committee are Mr. B. D. Butler (Con- 
vener), Mr. B. Reid and Mr. H. Bryan. 


The Council considered the report of the 
Committee and decided to send it to State 
reference library authorities with the 
recommendation that they undertake to 
collect, store, duplicate and disseminate 
information and materials on library archi- 
tecture. 


Probably the first and most important 
question that arises in connection with the 
gathering, storage and display of, and pro- 
vision of access to, plans and photographs 
of library architecture is that of choosing 
the authority which should be responsible. 
It would be comparatively easy in the case 
of Local Government public libraries, 
where in each State there is a Library 
Board responsible for supervision and 
liaison. It would not be impossible, nor— 
we think—undesirable, for the Library 
Boards to assume the same responsibility 
with respect to the collection of informa- 
tion about library buildings only in their 
respective States, although they would have 
no jurisdiction or authority in the fields 
of the State reference libraries in some 
cases, of university libraries, of school 
libraries, and of special libraries. Probably 
the best authority to assume the responsi- 
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bility in each State would be the State 
reference library. 


Type of Material and Information 
Required 


The following recommendations are 
offered concerning the type of material and 
information required:— 

(a) Register of Library Buildings and 
Accommodation: A list of library buildings 
and library accommodation within other 
buildings, with relevant details of autho- 
rity, etc., should be kept. 


(b) Sketch Plans comprising: 
ground plans 
elevations 
perspectives 
(c) Photographs: 
exteriors 
interiors 
(d) Details of Persons and Companies 
involved 
architects 
engineers 
builders 
suppliers of fittings, furniture, etc. 


Collection of Material and Information 
Liaison with the Royal Australian Insti- 
tute of Architects 


The Convener has had some discussion 
with the Secretary of the New South Wales 
Branch of the R.A.I.A., who, of course, 
cannot commit his Federal body or the 
State Branch, but is sure that both would 
be willing to cooperate in forwarding the 
proposed scheme. 
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We suggest that the authority in each 
State chosen to undertake the responsibility 
for collection of the information should 
formally approach its State’s branch of the 
Royal Australian Institute of Architects 
with regard to the setting up of a joint 
committee of both bodies to implement our 
proposals. Such a course of action would 
only ensure the filing of information con- 
cerning library buildings which had been 
planned and designed by architects. 


Liaison with Authorities and Libraries 

There will remain a considerable num- 
ber of buildings with which architects have 
not been involved, and we suggest that our 
best, and perhaps only, method of gather- 
ing information relative to these buildings 
will be through librarians where they are 
members of our Association. In such cases 
a circular letter setting out the require- 
ments should be sent to every librarian 
with a request that it be submitted to their 
respective authorities for approval. 

The responsibility will be a continuing 
one from year to year as new libraries are 
built. 

Duplication of Material 

In order to make available on the widest 
possible basis the material collected in each 
State, it will be necessary to duplicate 
material and to agree on the method of 
duplication, standards, materials, etc. The 
following policy is suggested:— 


All sketch plans should be photographed 
by the ‘Barco’ process, and the resultant 
negatives indexed and stored for reproduc- 
tion as required. 


Photographs of exteriors and interiors, 
which should be submitted in a standard 
size, should be photographed on microfilm 
and the negatives stored for reproduction 


as required. Detailed information concern- 
ing architects and suppliers should simi- 
larly be photographed on microfilm and 
stored. 


Distribution of Material and Information 


It is recommended that requests for in- 
formation concerning library builldings be 
channelled through the chosen authority in 
each State, and that copies of the material 
requested be mailed direct to the inquirers. 
It will probably be necessary to lay down 
conditions under which such information 
will be supplied, in order to reduce the 
cost of distribution to a reasonable level 
and ensure that material supplied is for an 
approved purpose. This checking of 
inquiries should be done by the authority 
in each State before requests are passed on 
to other States. 

We are not fully committed to this 
policy and further discussion may well 
allow for direct query and answer. 
Exhibitions 


Special exhibitions such as the exhibition 
of plans and photographs held in con- 
nection with the Biennial Conference of 
the Association in Sydney in 1959, could be 
set up speedily and effectively at compara- 
tively short notice under the scheme sug- 
gested. 


Publication 


Not enough discussion has been possible 
but we hope and believe it will be possible 
to publish a critical review of library archi- 
tecture in Australia at a future date. 

Meanwhile the Australian Library 
Journal and the Journal of the Royal Aus- 
tralian Institute of Architects offer obvious 
media for the purpose, 


NEW ENGLAND GROUP OF L.A.A. 
The Council approved the formation of a local group in the New England district 


of New South Wales. 


This New England Group is the second local group to be formed, the other being 
the New South Wales Central Coast Group centred in Newcastle. 


1961 CONFERENCE IN 


MELBOURNE 


The next conference of the L.A.A. will be held in Melbourne in August, 1961. 
The theme of the conferenc will be “Library Resources for the Nation”. 
The Conference fee will be increased by 5/- to cover the cost of publishing the 


proceedings of the conference. 
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BOARD OF EXAMINATION 


The formal connection of Mr. John Metcalfe, B.A., F.L.A., with the Association’s 
Board of Examination, Certification and Registration of Librarians has now ceased. 
For over twenty years Mr. Metcalfe has been closely connected with the system of 
examination and certification which has done so much to further the Association’s 
objectives. He was the Convener of the Committee on Library Training and Standards 
which preceded the Board, and since the establishment of the Board in 1941 has been 
Chairman and the leading figure in all its activities. 

Mr. Metcalfe’s great contribution to this work can be fully appreciated perhaps 
only by other members of the Board who have served with him, but the Association is 
permanently in his debt. It is fitting that General Council resolved at its meeting in 
August :— 

“That this Council, and through it the Library Profession in Australia, express 
their deep appreciation for the long, untiring and vital services rendered by Mr. John 
Metcalfe as Chairman since its inception of the Board of Examination.” 

Following the resignation of Mr. John Metcalfe the Council elected Mr. R. Shar- 
man, B.A., to the Board of Examination. At its subsequent meeting the Board elected 
Miss W, Radford Chairman and Miss J. Whyte, Deputy Chairman. 

The Board is drawing up Regulations and compiling Reading Lists for the new 
syllabus. 


THE NEXT MEETING OF THE COUNCIL of the Library Association of 
Australia will be held on August 21st and 25th, 1961. 


PUBLICATION DATE IN BOOKS 

In 1959 a Committee of the Library Association of Australia was appointed to take 
up with the Publishers Association the proposal that publishers be asked to include 
dates of publications in their books in all cases. The Committee consisted of Dr. A. 
Fabinyi, (Convener), Mr. G. Macfarlan and Mr. W. Page. 

The Committee reports that the major Australian Book Publishers already print 
the date in both new books and reprints and that the publishers who do not print the 
date are mainly firms who engage in publishing as an occasional activity only and 
some firms who specialise in text books. The main offenders are possibly government 
departments and semi-government instrumentalities. 

The Committee also believes that an effort should be made to standardise the usage 
of the words ‘edition’, ‘reprint’, ‘impression’ and ‘reprint edition’ in terms of the 
A.L.A. Glossary of Library Terms, Chicago, 1943. 

The Committee’s report is being sent to the Australian Book Publishers Association 
with the request that it ask its members to print the date and use the words ‘edition’ 
etc. correctly in all books they publish. 


PUBLICATIONS OF THE ASSOCIATION 


The Council discussed the functions of the Publications Committee and the 
problems of preserving the publications of the Association. It decided that the work 
of the Committee could be taken over by the Honorary General Secretary and that 
Branches and Sections should be asked to send a copy of every publication to the Hon. 
Gen. Sec. for preservation at the Head Office. The Council recommended to Branches 
and Sections the appointment of a Publications Officer to be responsible for their 
publications and to refer any proposed publications to the Honorary General Secretary. 
The Honorary General Secretary will check to see that the proposed publication is 
compatible with the constitution of the Association, will offer any appropriate advice 
about form and contents and will tell the Branch or Section whether its proposed 
publication is likely to clash with others. 
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Australian Advisory Council on 


Bibliographical Services 


People in all countries depend increas- 
ingly on access to information of all kinds. 
This is especially true of countries like 
Australia which are entering a new phase 
of development both in their domestic 
activities and their international relations. 


The growth of ideas and the intensifica- 
tion of inquiry and research have so 
multiplied the material available that the 
organization of knowledge has become a 
major task requiring international co- 
operation. However, it ultimately depends 
on national planning to ensure full biblio- 
graphical control of the output within 
individual countries and effective co-ordin- 
ation of all their bibliographical activities 
and library resources. 


U.N.E.S.C.O. has recognised these needs 
and by recommending appropriate machin- 
ery and standards has encouraged its mem- 
ber States to meet them. Library authorities 
in Australia, already aware of the problem, 
responded to these suggestions with a 
national plan to promote the effective co- 
ordination of library and_ bibliographical 
services throughout Australia. 


The plan is a co-operative one between 
library authorities; it works through the 
existing library structure and through some 
new machinery which was set up, after 
inquiry, by the accredited representatives of 
all types of libraries in Australia. The new 
elements are the Australian Advisory Coun- 
cil on Bibliographical Services, now famil- 
iarly known as A.A.C.O.B.S., and its Secre- 
tariat, the Australian Bibliographical 
Centre, within the Commonwealth 
National Library. The Centre also acts 
as a centre for bibliographical information. 


So that its planning may be fully effective 
A.A.C.O.B.S. is composed of representatives 
of Commonwealth, State, University, Local 
Public and Special Library Services. There- 
* fore, while it is an advisory body only, as its 
name implies, its recommendations receive 
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special consideration from the library 
authorities and others to whom they are 
directed. 


A fuller account of the origin and work- 
ing of A.A.C.O.B.S. and the Australian 
Bibliographical Centre is given below, 
under appropriate headings. 

Origin 

Though the establishment of A.A.C.O.B.S. 
represents the first co-ordinated attempt to 
develop bibliographical services in Aus- 
tralia the earlier interest and achievement 
of a few libraries and individuals had been 
considerable. There was therefore a favour- 
able climate of opinion in 1950 when the 
U.N.E.S.C.O. Conference on the improve- 
ment of bibliographical services, at which 
Australia was represented, met in Paris in 
November, 1950. Its recommendations in- 
fluenced both the decision to establish 
A.A.C.O.B.S. and the form it finally took. 
This reflected the importance U.N.E.S.C.O. 
attached to relating the National Planning 
Body to national circumstances and to a 
National Bibliographical Centre or 
National Library. Though the Australian 
U.N.E.S.C.O, Committee for Libraries and 
the Library Association of Australia were 
also strong advocates it fell to the Confer- 
ence of Commonwealth National and State 
Library Authorities to take the first steps 
at its 1953 meeting. It is of significance 
as well as of historic interest that this Con- 
ference and its predecessor in 1949 were 
primarily concerned with Library Resources 
in which field A.A.C.O.B.S. is now active. 
The Conference set up a small working 
party of laymen and librarians to consider 
a plan for national bibliographical services. 
Its members were Sir John Morris (Chair- 
man), Mr. G. C. Remington, Mr. G. D. 
Richardson, Dr. Ian Clunies Ross and Mr. 
H. L. White. Mr. C. A. Burmester was 
appointed Secretary. The report of the 
working party, prepared after careful en- 
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quiry, was »resented to the 1955 Conference 
which by then included also representatives 
of State Library Boards and the Library 
Association of Australia. This report pro- 
vided the basis for the establishment of the 
Council and the Centre. 


Membership 


Membership of the Council, which has 
been extended since its establishment from 
17 to 28 to include representatives of all 
State Library Boards and all Universities, 
is now as follows — 


(a) The Chairman of the governing 
body of the Commonwealth National 
Library ex officio; 


(b) a representative of the Common- 
wealth National Library; 

(c) a representative of each of the six 
State Public Library authorities or 
body acting in that capacity; 

(d) a representative of each State Lib- 
rary Board or body acting in that 
capacity; 

(e) a representative of each of the ten 
Australian Universities; 

(f) a representative of the Common- 
wealth Scientific and Industrial Re- 
search Organisation; 

(g) three representatives of the Library 
Association of Australia. 

(c) and (d) mean that where there is a 
Library Board in addition to the Board 
of the State Public Library, as in N.S.W. 
and Victoria, each Board has a_represen- 
tative. 


The present members of the Council are: 
Hon, Sir Alister McMullin, Mr. H. L. 
White, Mr. G. D. Richardson, Mr. J. A. 
Feely, Mr. J. L. Stapleton, Mr. H. C, Bride- 
son, Mr. F. A. Sharr, Mr. B. W. Wray, 
Mr. G. C. Remington, Rev. Dr. C. Irving 
Benson, Mr. G. D. K. Murphy, Hon. Sir 
Charles Abbott, Prof. F. Alexander, Hon. 
Mr. Justice Crisp, Dr. A. D. Osborn, Assoc. 
Prof. K. F. Russell, Mr. W. A. Cowan, Mr. 
D. H. Borchardt, Mr. H. Bryan, Mr. L. 
Jolley, Mr. A. L. G. McDonald, Mr. J. W. 
Metcalfe, Mr. F. H. Rogers, Mr. E. H. 
Clark, Miss B. C. L. Doubleday, Mr. J. EF. 
Fry, Prof. W. G. K. Duncan, 
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Meetings 


Annual meetings have been held at Can- 
berra in August each year since the first 
on 30th April, 1956. Decisions are taken 
by a simple majority of those present and 
voting, including the Chairman who is 
elected at the meeting. The Chief Officer 
of the Australian Bibliographical Centre 
acts as Secretary to A.A.C.O.B.S. and _ its 
Committees. 

In accordance with the spirit of its con- 
stitution whicn recognizes the equality and 
autonomy of the co-operating library auth- 
orities the expenses of A.A.C.O.B.S. mem- 
bers attending annual meetings are met by 
the authorities they represent. 


Functions 

So that it may meet changing circum- 
stances as they arise A.A.C.O.B.S. has pre- 
ferred to work without a formal constitu- 
tion. Initially, as its name implies, its 
functions were limited to bibliography and 
bibliographcal services, though these have 
always been widely interpreted. They have 
since been extended to cover consideration 
of library resources as well as bibliography 
and now include— 

“To plan and recommend to appropri- 
ate authorities the further development 
of Australian bibliographical and library 
services.” 


As this statement of functions and its 
name implies, A.A.C.O.B.S. is an advisory 
body only. However, it has an important 
continuing responsibility for advice and 
assistance to authorities in carrying out 
accepted projects. For this purpose and 
because its initial planning of major pro- 
jects involves substantial examination of 
library resources, activities and procedures, 
the Council has found it necessary to set 
up special committees of its members and, 
more recently, a Standing Committee. It 
has also nominated the Commonwealth 
National Librarian as its correspondent 
with the International Advisory Committee 
on Bibliography set up by U.N.E.S.C.O. 


Standing Committee 


The Standing Committee of five mem- 
bers elected by A.A.C.O.B.S. at its annual 
meeting works in close association with the 
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Australian Bibliographical Centre to ensure 
that A.A.C.O.B.S. policy is put into effect. 
It elects its own Chairman and has power 
to co-opt. It meets as and when necessary 
and not less than three times a year. lis 
expenses are met from the funds ot the 
Centre. Present members are — 

Miss B. Doubleday 

Mr. A. L. G. McDonald 

Mr. G. D. Richardson 

Mr. J. W. Metcalfe 

Mr. H. L. White. 
Australian Bibliographical Centre 

The Centre is the permanent organization 
needed for the purposes of A.A.C.O.B.S. 
The Commonwealth Government _ has 
accepted financial responsibility for the 
Centre, which is administratively part of 
the Commonwealth National Library. Its 
location there ensures ready access to major 
bibliographical resources. 

At present the staff of the Centre is Mr. 
W. D. Thorn, B.Com., Chief Officer, with 
one Library Assistant and the necessary 
typing and general assistance. Its total cost 
so lar has been between £5,000 and £6,000 
per annum. 

The Centre has two main functions. The 
first is to act as the Secretariat and to 
assist A.A.C.O.B.S. and its committees in 
planning and thereafter in’ making its 
policy fully effective. This involves con- 
tinuous liaison with authorities carrying 
out major projects. 

The second is to act as a bibliographical 
information centre and clearing house. All 
material entering the Commonwealth 
National Library is examined for biblio- 
graphies which are then indexed and can 
be made known or available on inter- 
library loan, in original or copy. All those 
compiling bibliographies in Australia are 
invited to send two copies, if possible, to 
the Centre where they are indexed. There- 
fore, while the Centre does not itslf com- 
pile bibliographies on particular subjects in 
response to individual requests, it can 
increasingly direct inquirers to the sources 
of information they need. It is important 
that this servce should be widely known 
‘and used by all librarians and others who 
may need it. 
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Projects and Publications 


Appropriately the first major undertak- 
ing of A.A.C.O.B.S. was a survey of the 
existing Australian bibliographical re- 
sources, activities and needs in the various 
categories of bibliographical work. An im- 
portant by-product of the survey was the 
systematic record of bibliography and bib- 
liographical services of essentially Aus- 
tralian origin and interest compiled by 
the Australian Bibliographical Centre and 
published as Australian Bibliography and 
Bibliographical Services. 

The survey revealed gaps in our national 
bibliography and_ bibliographical services 
and specific remedial projects were recom- 
mended to appropriate authorities. Ex- 
amples of those affecting national biblio- 
graphy are the extension of the scope ol 
Australian Public Affairs Information Seyr- 
vice? and the Australian Science Index 
issued by the Commonwealth National Lib- 
rary and the C.S.1.R.O. respectively, to 
provide better coverage of the indexing of 
Australian periodicals. Examples of those 
affecting national bibliographical services 
are the compilation by the Australian Bib- 
liographical Centre, as a co-operative pro- 
ject, of a union list of newspapers published 
as Union List of Newspapers in Australian 
Libraries, Part One, Newspapers published 
outside Australia and Part Two, News- 
papers published in Australias 


The most recent project, and undoubt- 
edly the most important yet undertaken, is 
the National Union Catalogue of Mono- 
graphs, again a co-operative effort. About 
50 major libraries are already contributing 
cards to the Commonwealth National Lib- 
rary for accessions published later than 
1959. The Commonwealth National Lib- 
rary will consider issuing the catalogue in 
book form and undertaking the immense 
task of compiling a retrospective union 
catalogue of Australian libraries’ holdings 
by a combination of microfilming and 
xerographic reproduction. Meanwhile, it 
has invited librarians and other inquirers 
to use the existing Union Catalogue of 
Current Monograph Accessions. ‘This ser- 
vice will be supplemented by the circula- 
tion of a List of Unlocated Research Works 
similar to that issued by the Library of 
Congress as soon as the demand justifies it. 
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Finally, A.A.C.O.B.S. has long been in- 
terested in a survey of Australian library 
resources as a basis for planned acquisition 
programmes and to facilitate borrowing, 
especially while the Union Catalogue of 
Monographs is in its early stages. An 
experienced library resources surveyor will 
be brought to Australia to make a system- 
atic study of our major library collections. 


cataloguing and indexing with a view to 
their wider bibliographical use in co-opera- 
tion with A.A.C.O.B.S. 

FOOTNOTES 
National Library. Austra- 
lian Bibliographical Centre. Australian bibliography 
and bibliographical services. Canberra. A.A.C.O.B.S. 


1960. Available from Government Printer, Canberra. 
Price 15s. 


(1) Australia. Commonwealth 


(2) Australian Public Affairs Information Service: a sub- 
ject index to current literature: no. 1, July 1945 to 


date, Canberra, Commonwealth National Library. 

Members of A.A.C.O.B.S. are well aware 

955 to date. Price 2s. 6d. per part, 10s. + annua 
that the success of all these projects de- cumulation, 30s. p.a. for complete service. 


pends not only on the good will of each (3) Australian Science Index: [v. 1] 1957 to date. 


Melb., 
of the co-operating libraries and their lib- Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research 
2 Organization. Monthly with annual cumulation. 

rarians, but on their capacity to participate 7 ; : 
(4) Australia. Commonwealth National Library. Austra- 


in its work. It has therefore encouraged lian Bibliographical Centre. Union list of newspapers 


i ini i i in Australian libraries. Canberra, A.A.C.O.B.S., 1959- 
those responsible for determining policy in 60. Part, 1, Newspapers published outside Australia. 
reference and research libraries continually Part, 2, Newspapers published in Australia. Available 

from Government Printer, Canberra. Price, Part, 1, 


to improve their collections and _ their 10s. Part, 2, 27s. 6d. 


EXCHANGE OF PUBLICATIONS WITH N.Z.L.A. 
At the suggestion of the New Zealand Library Association the Council of the 
Library Association of Australia has decided to exchange publications and Council 
papers with the N.Z.L.A. 


SALARY AWARDS AND AGREEMENTS 


In accordance with a resolution by the 1959 Council the Executive endeavoured 
to collect salary awards and agreements from the major Australian libraries. Out of 
twenty-one libraries circularised sixteen replied, and twelve supplied salary scales. 
On the advice of the Honorary General Secretary, Council decided that the limited 
area for which information was available, the obsolescence of the data and the fact that 
most of the libraries that replied would be willing to answer individual inquiries 
direct, made the central collection of this data unnecessary. The office work devoted 
to maintaining a central file and information service would not be justified. 


COPYRIGHT COMMITTEE 


The Copyright Committee of the L.A.A. was reappointed for 1961. The members 
of the Committee are Miss J. Murray (Convener), Mr. A. L. Johnson and Mr. D. V. 
Ryan. The Committee reports that the Attorney-General has directed that the report 
of the Commonwealth Copyright Law Revision Committee be printed, and copies of 
this report should be available soon. 


The L.A.A. Copyright Committee will study and advise on this Report. 


HONORARY MEMBERS 

The Council decided to include a list of Honorary members of the Association 
in the Handbook. The Honorary members so far elected are:— 

Frank Tate, M.A. (deceased) 

G. C. Remington, C.M.G. 

Dr. K. 8. Cunningham, M.A., Dip.Ed. 

Hon, J. A. Ferguson, B.A., LL.B., Litt.D. 

Professor Emeritus E. Morris Miller, M.A., Litt.D. 


188 OCTOBER, 1960 


A Century of Service... 
The Collingwood Free Library 


E. M. Rosertson, Librarian 


A hundred years ago Collingwood Free 
Library commenced to operate in part of 
the old mayoral chambers-cum-court house 
in Johnston Street, Collingwood. 


This happy event was the culmination of 
years of campaigning by literary enthusiasts 
among the residents of Collingwood muni- 
cipality, including John Pascoe Fawkner, 
the co-founder of the city of Melbourne. 
As soon as Collingwood was proclaimed a 
separate district in 1855, an application 
was made to the government for a grant 
of £500 for the establishment of a free 
library, but this was not approved. But 
this did not deter the library committee; 
many concerts were held in Melbourne to 
raise funds. 


By April 1859, a movement was afoot to 
establish a free public library in Smith 
Street in conjunction with the Fitzroy 
Council Library Committee. Fitzroy 
wanted more time to think about it. In 
October of that year the organization got 
so far that Collingwood’s first town clerk, 
Mr. J. Moody, drafted the necessary by- 
laws for the free library, and sent them to 
Fitzroy for consideration. In actual fact 
it took a full seven years for Fitzroy to 
decide on co-operating in a joint scheme 
with the Collingwood Council and Mech- 
anics’ Institute. 


In April, 1860, John Pascoe Fawkner and 
other friends of popular education, exasper- 
ated by lack of reply from Fitzroy Council, 
presented a petition to the Collingwood 
Council proposing that an endeavour be 
made to collect subscriptions and erect a 
“building not less than 40 feet long” on 
the municipal site in Johnston Street, pro- 
viding the council “would pledge them- 
selves by resolution to thereafter efficiently 
maintain such building as a free public 
‘library open daily to every resident with- 
out payment and supply it annually with 
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an adequate number of books.” A motion 
to this effect was put to the council and 
carried; and by-law 29 was drawn up and 
sent to the Chief Secretary. But there 
were still a few councillors in favour of 
waiting to see what Fitzroy Council in- 
tended to do. Luckily their endeavours to 
obtain postponement of action, even their 
memorial to the Chief Secretary, were 
unsuccessful. 


But the thought of waiting for a build- 
ing to be erected did not appeal to the 
energetic free public library committee. At 
the Council meeting on 7th June, 1860, a 
letter was received from the secretaries, 
thanking the Council for the liberal by-law 
and requesting the “use of three municipal 
offices of an evening for a public library 
and reading room with gas . . . such rooms 
to be supplied with donations of books 
already promised, and those proposed to be 
lent by the Trustees of the Melbourne 
Public Library.” This application was car- 
ried unanimously. No further time was 
wasted. By the end of the month the Free 
Public Library was in operation with 500 
books; but it was two months before the 
loan from the Melbourne Library was com- 
pletely organized. 


Fawkner made liberal donations and 
many of his Edinburgh Reviews and a 
volume of Shakespeare, all inscribed, are 
still held in the stacks of the present lib- 
rary. Two other donors were Anthony 
Singleton Atcheson and Henry Hamilton, 
whose beautifully etched family crest book- 
plates adorn the inside front cover of 
several books. 

The first librarian was Mr. Peter Drum- 
mond, a prominent school master of his 
day, who was appointed because he was 
a regular and studious attendant at the 
library. 

The next phase came in 1867 when 
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Collingwood, Fitzroy and the Mechanics’ 
Institute combined at long last to erect 
the Royal Albert Institute and Free Public 
Library, a two-storey building in Smith 
Street. The foundation stone was laid on 
27th December, 1867, by the visiting Duke 
of Edinburgh. The old books bear the 
embossed stamp of this institution, as well 
as that of the Collingwood Free Public 
Library. 

This building was the home of the 
library for many years after the combined 
effort ceased in 1872, until the Town Hall 
in Hoddle Street was completed in 1889. 
Then the books came to occupy an upstairs 
room under the librarianship of Mr. R. H. 
Lambert, who occupied this post from 
1882 to 1896. It was a typical Victorian era 
library; shelves from floor to ceiling with 
lofty ladders for the convenience of readers. 
The stock was then 3750 volumes, and the 
estimated attendance in the library and 
reading room was 50,000 persons yearly. 
This figure has only been equalled since 
in the depression years when long queues 
of unemployed lined up on the stairs wait- 
ing their turn for the solace of books in 
their adversity. 

The library presented a dignified but 
more sleepy scene until World War II, 
when it moved for the duration to a near- 
by church hall. On its return to the Town 
Hall it occupied its present site on the 
ground floor. It was reorganized in 1949 
when Collingwood Council brought the 
library into the Free Library Service Board 
scheme, subsidized by the government. The 
title was simplified to Collingwood Free 
Library. 

Relatively few of the old solidly bound 
volumes survived the re-organization, those 
that remain being chiefly of historical inter- 
est. To-day, though Collingwood Free Lib- 
rary is one of the smallest of Melbourne’s 
municipal libraries, with a total adult and 
junior stock of 22,000 books, borrowers 
have expressed so much appreciation as to 
leave no doubt that it is a well-balanced 
collection. While travel and biography 
usually head the list of issues each year, 
the analysis of factual issues indicates that 
practical books are more popular than 
artistic ones; but naturally all the main 
Dewey fields of knowledge have their ad- 
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herents. The non-fiction issues have now 
overtaken the fiction, especially since there 
has been a noticeable increase of student 
borrowers at both high school and univer- 
sity levels. 


The highest figures for the adult section 
were reached in 1957. Then came TV. 
A large number of readers of “light” books 
has been lost to the new form of enter- 
tainment. But many have returned to 
books, being “fed-up” with the limitations 
ol television, while some have had their 
interests turned to new fields by TV pro- 
grammes. The junior borrowers were the 
first to turn to television, and the first to 
come back to books, for the year following 
its introduction their issue figures were the 
highest on record. 

The Junior library was established in 
1950, and each afternoon after school it 
presents a very busy scene, as jostling 
crowds of youngsters browse along the 
shelves. 


There is a big programme of co-opera- 
tion with most of the local schools. Several 
of the more distant ones have deposit col- 
lections from the library held in classrooms 
or augmenting the school library, for which 
issue records are kept. Teachers can also 
obtain bulk loans of books, magazines, 
pamphlets, illustrations and charts for their 
various social studies topics. Every winter 
talks are given on how to use the library 
and various reference books. Most of the 
talks are held in the junior library, but 
some are given at the schools. Generally 
about five schools participate each year, 
and classes vary from 4th grade to com- 
mercial class. Occasionally special classes 
visit the library to study particular topics. 
All this on top of routine library work 
makes the junior section a_ particularly 
satisfying and busy field of work. 


Looking forward we wonder what of the 
next hundred years? The library itself is 
very cramped for space; more population 
seems to be drifting to the outer suburbs 
than is coming in; factories are encroaching 
on residential areas. It is a different pros- 
pect to the lusty and rapidly developing 
suburb of last century. It is hoped to 
develop the commercial section of the 
library so that it will be an oasis of infor- 


OCTOBER, 1960 


mation for local industrialists and techni- 
cians, even as Birmingham's great commer- 
cial department serves the industry of that 
city in Britain. But the response from firms 
so far approached has not been encour- 


aging. 


Looking back, the municipality of Col- 
lingwood can be proud of its cultural 
service to its citizens; one of the first to 
establish a free public library; one of the 
earliest to re-organize under the govern- 
ment subsidized scheme. 


Commonwealth National Library Notes 


Administration 


Subsequent to the report of the Paton 
Committee in 1957 and of an _Inter- 
departmental Committee appointed last 
year by the Prime Minister to consider how 
its chief recommendations could be made 
effective, and with which the Parliamentary 
Library Committee maintained cordial and 
close liaison, the Acting Prime Minister 
and Minister for Trade, the Hon. John 
McEwen, on 5th May last announced the 
conclusions reached by the Government on 
the future of the National Library. These, 
and the appointment of Dr. A. Grenfell 
Price, C.M.G., as Chairman of the National 
Library Council, were briefly noted in the 
July issue of the Journal. The Acting 
Prime Minister’s statement, which amplifies 
the note on a number of points, was as 
follows: 


“The Government has reached a number 
of conclusions upon the future of the 
National Library, about which [I should 
like to inform the House. As honorable 
members will know, the National Library 
has grown directly from the Library of the 
Commonwealth Parliament. The Parlia- 
mentary Library Committee, under the 
leadership of the President of the Senate 
and the Speaker, has been the main source 
of advice on the Parliamentary and 
National libraries, and I should like to 
acknowledge the value of its work over the 
years. The advice of the present Committee 
and its chairman, Sir Alister McMullin, has 
been most helpful to the Government in 
considering the future of the National 
Library. 

“Tt has been clear for some time that the 
National Library has outgrown the scope 
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of the Parliamentary Library and_ has 
become a research and reference institution 
with nation-wide responsibilities. It is 
generally recognized that a different form 
of control has become desirable. In 1956, 
therefore, the Government set up a com- 
mittee with Sir George Paton, the Vice- 
Chancellor of the University of Melbourne, 
as chairman to study the matter. The 
committee included three members of the 
Parliament, representing all parties and 
both Houses. The report of the committee 
was tabled in Parliament and we are all 
greatly indebted to the committee for its 
work. 

“Last year the Government set up an 
interdepartmental committee to advise on 
the detailed measures which were necessary 
to make effective the main recommenda- 
tions of the Paton Committee. This com- 
mittee worked last year in the closest 
association with the Presiding Officers and 
the Parliamentary Library Committee. The 
Government’s conclusions can sum- 
marized as follows: 

1. “There should be a_ Parliamentary 
Library and a National Library of 
Australia, each to be a separate insti- 
tution. 


2. The Parliamentary Library should be 
controlled, as it is now, by the Presid- 
ing Officers of Parliament with the 
advice of a joint committee of 
members of both Houses. 


3. The National Library would be con- 
trolled by a small council. The 


council would be given substantial 
responsibility for the control and 
development of the National Library, 
with 


ministerial — responsibility 
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limited, so far as possible, to such 
matters as the review of annual 
expenditure and the appointment of 
members of the council. 


4. The present division of the library 
concerned with the records and 
archives of the Commonwealth 
Government should become a 
separate agency of the Government, 
within an appropriate department, 
under the direct control of a Minister. 


“The Government intends that there 
should be the closest co-operation between 
the Parliamentary Library and the 
National Library in order to avoid over- 
lapping wherever possible and to ensure 
economies in administration. This  co- 
operation will, of course, be especially close 
in the early stages, because we do not have, 
as yet, a building to house the National 
Library adequately. The Government has 
agreed that design and planning work fcr 
a new National Library building shou'd 
begin. Naturally, the timing of construc- 
tion will have to be considered in relation 
to requirements for other public works. 


“The Parliamentary Library will have 
its own stock of books, periodicals, news- 
papers and so on for the use of members 
of Parliament. It will have access to the 
resources of the National Library by 
arrangement between the Parliamentary 
Library Committee and the Council of the 
National Library — an arrangement which 
will strengthen the reference and reading 
services available to Parliament itself. 


“The Government has given special 
attention to the future of government 
archives, and has reached the conclusion 
that government archives should be under 
government control as they are essentially 
a collection of the Government’s own con- 
fidential papers, records and files, many of 
which for a number of reasons should not 
be made public at least until a certain 
period of time has elapsed. This is the 
normal practice in countries overseas. 


“The Government proposes to take early 
action to give effect to the conclusions it 
has reached. The first step will be to 
appoint the National Library Council and 
its chairman on an interim basis. 
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“! should perhaps emphasize that we are 
not in essence establishing new institutions, 
but rather are introducing new methods of 
control and divisions of responsibilities 
which are more suitable for the present 
needs and which are similar to those oper- 
ating in many countries in the British Com- 
monwealth and elsewhere. I am confident 
that the Government’s legislation, which, it 
is hoped, will be brought down in the next 
session of parliament, will command a 
large measure of support, both in this Par- 
liament and the Australian community.” 


At the date of writing the names of the 
remaining members of the Council have 
not been announced. It is expected that 
the bill to give effect to the proposals will 
be introduced during the current sittings 
of the Parliament. Meanwhile, preliminary 
steps have been taken towards the design 
and planning of the new building of which 
the National Library stands in such urgent 
need, and consideration given to the some- 
what complicated task of separating the ex- 
isting reference collection into two so that 
justice may be done to the proper claims 
of each, and to ‘the filling, as necessary, of 
some of the gaps which the process of 
separation will create in each. 


Staff 


Until the separation of the National Lib- 
rary collections and services from those of 
Parliament is complete, which will not be 
possible while they occupy their present 
buildings, the positions of National Librar- 
ian and Parliamentary Librarian will be 
filled by the present Librarian, Mr. H. L. 
White who, under the Presiding Officers of 
Parliament and the Library Committee, has 
administered the Library since 1947. 


In anticipation of the separation and 
because no fundamental reassessment of 
staff needs to meet increasing work loads 
and arrears had been made since 1953 a 
general review of organization and staff was 
undertaken with the co-operation of the 
Public Service Board in 1959/60. A sub- 
stantial number of additional positions was 
created and others were reclassified. These 
include a new position of senior adminis- 
trative officer, a non-professional position, 
to assist the Librarian and other senior 
officers with the separation process and the 
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co-ordination of the Divisions of the Lib- 
rary and its administrative efficiency. 
Accessions 

Books: Among the past year’s accessions 
the most important and, from a research 
point of view, perhaps the most valuable 
was 2,289 volumes of British House of 
Commons Sessional Papers from 1797 to 
1860, lacking only 35 volumes or parts of 
volumes for this period and virtually com- 
pleting the National Library’s run of Com- 
mons Papers from their commencement. 
Mr. F. W. Torrington, its Liaison Officer 
in London, carried out, with the assistance 
of the Librarians of the House of Commons 
and the House of Lords and of the State 
papers Room at the British Museum, a 
complicated piece of bibliographical _re- 
search on the volumes up to 1811 when 
printed title pages and contents lists were 
first used. Prior to this date no “official 
set” existed although that in the House of 
Commons Library is commonly accepted as 
such, and even identification of many of 
the papers presents peculiar difficulties. 

Resources for the study of United States 
Jurisprudence were increased by the acqui- 
sition of a complete set to date in 3,441 
volumes of the National Reporter System, 
which reports in full the current decisions 
of all Federal appellate courts of the U.S.A. 
and its several States, including those of 
certain intermediate and inferior courts. 
Outstanding among bibliographies added 
was the 183 volumes published to date of 
the Catalogue Générale des Livres Im- 
primés de la Bibliothéque Nationale, Paris 
which carries the listing through A-Tendil. 


Noteworthy among the collections from 
Asia was a copy of the Tibetan Tripitaka 
published by the Tibetan Research Instit- 
ute of Tokyo. This principal canon of 
the scriptures of the Northern or Mahayana 
school of Buddhism is a reprint in 151 vol- 
umes of the comprehensive Peking edition 
of 1737 of which only two copies are 
known to survive, one in Japan and the 
other in Paris. A literal translation into 
Tibetan from Sanskrit originals now lost, 
it comprises both the Kanjur and the 
Tanjur parts, the latter containing many 
separate treatises in history, language, logic 
and medicine. 
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Accessions in the Australian and Pacific 
field included a collection of 1,712 items, 
many of them scarce, on and in the 
languages of the Pacific Islands, particularly 
Mota and Tongan. 


Holdings relating to North American 
history were augmented by a_ purchase 
covering New York city and state history 
from the Dutch period through the Revolu- 
tionary and Civil Wars, including some 
Confederate imprints and items on Canada, 
South America and the West Indies; the 
gift by the Massachusetts State Library of 
500 volumes on the history of that State; 
and the purchase of the Readex micro- 
print editions of the serial set of U.S. 
Congressional Documents from 1817 to 
1839. 


Films: ‘Two collections of unique re- 
search value were added to the Film Divi- 
sion. The first was Captain Frank Hurley's 
films of Sir Douglas Mawson’s 1911-1914 
Antarctic Expedition in 40,000 feet, includ- 
ing 3,500 feet of the lecture film Home of 
the Blizzard. The second was over 100,000 
feet of film shot by Charles Chauvel, inclad- 
ing In the Wake of the Bounty, with 
valuable descriptive sequences on Pitcairn 
Island in 1933. 

51,026 feet of ageing but significant Aus- 
tralian film were transferred to safety base 
stock and, together with 44° preservation 
prints of contemporary productions, added 
to the National Film Archive. Film lending 
was extended to cover, for approved pur- 
poses, all the islands of the Pacific which 
come within the scope of the South Pacific 
Commission. 


Publications. 


Several items have been published in 
addition to those regularly issued. These 
include a revised edition of the Catalogue 
of lo6mm. Films (Canberra, 1960, 21/-), 
listing almost 5,000 titles available for loan 
together with descriptive notes and a sub- 
ject index, and Australian Films: a 
Catalogue of Scientific, Educational and 
Cultural Films, 1940-1958 (Canberra, 1959. 
12/6) and its First Supplement 1959 (Can- 
berra, 1959, 5/-). Australian Films and its 
supplement is an attempt to place on record 
the considerable output by Australian pro- 
ducers, during the twenty years 1940-1959, 
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of films of the kind which, for want of — the Australian Advisory Council on Biblio- 
better definition, are commonly called — graphical Services, the Union List of News- 
educational. As papers in Australian Libraries: Part One: 
orms part of a larger project to co : ; . . 
propect Newspapers published outside Australia 

a complete record of all Australian film : ‘ 
(Canberra, 1959. 10/-) and Part Two: 


production and, wherever possible, to 
obtain prints of significant films for deposit Newspapers Published in Australia (Can- 
in its historical film collection. berra, 1960. 27/6); and Australian Biblio- 

Three works compiled in the Australian graphy and Bibliographical Services (Can- 
Bibliographical Centre were published by — berra, 1960. 15/-). 


L.A.A. REPRESENTATION ON A.A.C.O.B.S. 


Following his admission to A.A.C.O.B.S. as Librarian of the University of New 
South Wales, Mr. John Metcalfe has resigned as one of the Association’s representatives 
on the Australian Advisory Council of Bibliographical Services. The Council elected 
Mr. A. L. Johnson, the Honorary General Secretary of the Association to fill the 
vacancy. The L.A.A. representatives ave Dr. W. G. kK. Duncan, Myr, J. Fry and Mr. 
A. L. Johnson. 


SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH COUNCIL OF AUSTRALIA QUESTIONNAIRE 


As part of a research project being directed by Norman MacKenzie the Association 
answered a questionnaire on the role of women in public and. professional life. 


STATEMENT ON GRADUATE QUALIFICATIONS FOR LIBRARIANSHIP 
The Council decided to defer publication of Board of Examination’s statement on 


Graduate Qualification for Librarianship until it had been referred to the Branches for 
comment and possible alterations. 


DR. ANDREW FABINYI was created officer of the Most Excellent Order of the 
British Empire in the Birthday Honours List. 


EXAMINATION OF MEMBERSHIP RECORDS 
The By-Laws of the L.A.A. require that the Honorary General Secretary, the 
Honorary General Treasurer and two Councillors shall examine the Roll, the 
Membership Index and the Journal and Minute Books and report on their keeping to 
the General Council. 
This examination is due in 1961 and the two Councillors appointed to assist in 
the examination are Mrs. C. McKay and Miss J. Murray. 
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B 2401-3 
Box 1676 V 


Try BARKER’S jirs: 


tor all your Book Supplies 


Full Stocks of 
FICTION, BIOGRAPHIES, TRAVEL, 
PHILOSOPHY, LITERATURE, POETRY, 
DRAMA, AUSTRALIANA, JUVENILES, 
SCHOOL BOOKS and TECHNICAL BOOKS 
STATIONERY, BOOKBINDING and 


ART MATERIALS 
are available 


BARKER’S BOOK STORE 


196 EDWARD STREET, BRISBANE 


LIBRARIANS ! 


For your Bookbinding requirements 


contact the Library Specialists... 


88a HIGH STREET, ST. KILDA, VIC. ; PHONE: 946983 


VIII 


| 
| 
| 
-IBRARY SERVICE A~, 


annuation and invalidity funds. 
allowance. 


8th September, 1960. 


THE UNIVERSITY OF TASMANIA 
ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN (Cataloguing) 


The position of Assistant Librarian in Charge of Cataloguing will become vacant 
early in 1961. The salary is at present £1480-60-1720 with provisions for super- 
The appointee will be granted a travel 


Applicants must be university graduates and must have professional qualifica- 
tions and experience in cataloguing. The Library contains about 125,000 books; 
annual accessions number at present about 8-10,000. 


Applications should reach the Registrar, University of Tasmania, P.O. Box 252 C, 
Hobart, not later than 15th January, 1961. 


A. S. PRESHAW, 


Registrar. 


The Bookshop of 


Margareta Webber 


McEWAN HOUSE 
343 LITTLE COLLINS STREET 
MELBOURNE 


Specialising in 
GENERAL LITERATURE 
CuHILp PsYCHOLOGY 


Books For CHILDREN 


Telephone: MU 2418 


MUNICIPALITY OF FAIRFIELD 
DEPUTY LIBRARIAN 


Applications are invited from suitably 
qualified and experienced Librarians for 
appointment to the position of Deputy- 
Librarian in the Fairfield Municipal 
Library. 


The salary is at present £1,678/16/- 
for males and £1,491/12/- for females, 
subject to rise and fall in the basic 
wage. 


Applications should reach the under- 
signed by 4 p.m. Monday, 19th Decem- 
ber, 1960, and should state the earliest 
date on which duties could be com- 
menced. 


Further particulars will ‘be supplied 
on request. Council is unable to assist 
with housing. 


V. WINTON, Town Clerk. 


Council Chambers, 
Fairfield, N.S.W. 
22/9/60. 


IX 


Extracts from Annual Reports of 


Branches and Sections 


A.C.T. BRANCH 


Branch Meetings: There were three 
Branch meetings in 1959. 


17th April: Annual General Meeting at 
St. Mark’s Library. After the formal busi- 
ness Mr. Stockdale addressed the meeting 
on his visit to University libraries in the 
United States and England. 

2nd July: A short business meeting fol- 
lowed by an address by Mr. C. W. Collins, 
Librarian of Canterbury University, New 
Zealand. 


9th October: A short business meeting at 
which the annual elections were held, fol- 
lowed by a showing of the film ‘Face of 
Lincoln”. 

Cocktail Party: A most successful Christ- 
mas Party was held at the Hotel Civic in 
December; about 60 members and friends 
were present. 


Lectures: Following the success of the 
course of lectures conducted in 1958 the 
Branch Council organized a similar course 
in 1959. Twenty-five lectures were given 
over thirteen weeks in February, March, 
April and May. The lectures were open 
to anyone whether they had entered for 
the Preliminary Examination or not. Forty- 
one people enrolled for the course in 1959. 


NEW SOUTH WALES BRANCH 
Meetings 


Annual General Meeting: The Annual 
General Meeting was held on 17th Feb- 
ruary, 1959, at the Public Library of New 
South Wales. After the adoption of the 
Annual Report, a Presidential address was 
delivered by Mr. B. D. Butler. Attendance 
68. 

General Meetings: Four general meet- 
ings were held during the year. 


* 15th April, 1959, at the Public Library 
of New South Wales. Miss Gwen Smith, 
United States Information Librarian in 


OCTOBER, 1960 


Sydney, spoke on her recent visit to the 
United States. Attendance 45. 


9th June, 1959, at the United States 
Information Library. Mr. G. D. Richard- 
son gave his impressions of the Advanced 
Library Seminar held in Canberra in 
December, 1958. Attendance 54. 


15th October at Mosman Public Library. 
Mr. K. Cable, M.A., of the Department of 
History, University of Sydney, addressed 
the meeting on Hidden Sources for 
Archives in Local History Collections, in 
Homes, etc. Attendance 120. 


9th December, 1959, the annual Christ- 
mas Party was held in Leo Buring’s 
Tavern. Attendance 151. 
Council Meetings 

Six meetings were held during the year, 
the average attendance being eight. 


New South Wales Branch Bulletin: The 
New South Wales’ Branch Bulletin 
appeared throughout 1959 under the 
capable editorship of Miss Joyce Geake, 
who will continue to edit the Bulletin in 
1960. 

Mosman Anniversary: Members of the 
Branch joined members and guests of 
Mosman Council in celebrating the 25th 
anniversary of the foundation of a library 
service in Mosman at a meeting on 15th 
October. Congratulations on this event 
are extended to Mosman Council, and par- 
ticularly to its librarian, Miss B. M. 
Thomas. 

Association of Local Government 
Librarians: An_ Association of Local 
Government Librarians in New South 
Wales was formed during the year to pro- 
mote the interests of librarians in charge, 
or qualified to be in charge of libraries 
under local government control. Mr. W. L. 
Brown was elected President, and Mr. C. 
E. Smith Secretary/Treasurer. Among 
matters currently receiving attention from 
this Association are inclusion of librarians 
in the Overseas Visits Fund, and inclusion 
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of librarians in the State Council of Local 
Government Officers. 
New England Group: 
President: Mr. F. H. Rogers. 
Secretary: Mr. V. Crittenden. 

The New England Group, which was 
established in September, 1958, held a 
meeting on 15th June, 1959. The guest 
speaker was Mr. C. W. Collins, Librarian 
of the University of Canterbury, New 


Zealand. He spoke on Librarianship and 
New Zealand libraries. The Group is 


making inquiries to find out in what way 
it can carry out some useful work in 
bibliography or indexing of Australiana. 
Library training in the area is also a matter 
in which the group is taking action. The 
training programme of the Dixson Library, 
University of New England, has been 
opened to other libraries in the district. 


Summary 


1959 has seen several important develop- 
ments in the library profession in New 
South Wales. The highly successful 
General Conference and the opening of the 
Dixson Wing of the Public Library of New 
South Wales focused attention on libraries 
and librarianship, and gave fresh impetus 
to library development in this State, and 
the establishment of the University of New 
South Wales Library School promises well 
for the future of the profession. However, 
financial, and the poor response to appeals 
for help with Branch work show a lack 
of enthusiasm for Library Association 
matters that is far too prevalent in this 
State. It is hoped that members of the New 
South Wales Branch will show increased 
interest in the affairs of their Association 
in 1960. 


QUEENSLAND BRANCH 

Meetings: There have been four general 
business meetings held during the year. 

Tuesdey, 7th April: At this meeting the 
practice of giving a brief summary of any 
previous Council meetings was first intro- 
duced. It was also decided to proceed no 
further with the proposed draft Con- 
stitution for the Branch. Messrs. Bryan, 
Scott and Stapleton then described the 
advanced seminar held in Canberra under 
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Dr. Keyes Metcalf in December, 1958. 


Attendance 19 members. 

Monday, 18th May: Dr. Fabinyi, Presi- 
dent of the Victorian Branch of the 
L.A.A., addressed this meeting on the sub- 
ject “What Makes the Book World Go 
Round?” Attendance 34 members. 


Monday, 27th July: Detailed considera- 
tion was given to the reports “Free 
Libraries for Brisbane’ and “Better 
Libraries for Queensland”. The final out- 
come was that a further meeting was 
arranged between Mr. Gunthorpe, chief 
critic of the latter report, and the com- 
mittee responsible for drafting it, so that 
an amended version could be submitted to 
the Branch at a later date. Attendance 26 
members. 

Monday, 28th September: Mr. H. Bryan 
and Mr. R. Muir were re-elected as Repre- 
sentative Councillors. It was at the same 
time resolved that all out-of-pocket 
expenses for Representative Councillors be 
met by the Branch if so claimed, failing 
financial assistance from the employing 
body concerned. Mr. H. Bryan then 
reported to the Branch on the 1959 Con- 
ference and Council meeting. Attendance 
19 members. 

Branch Council Meetings: During the 
period 1958/9, five Branch Council Meet- 
ings have been held, attendances being 
good. 

Children’s Book Week: Mr. Scott again 
acted as representative of the Branch on 
the Queensland Children’s Book Week 
Council. 

Divisions: It has been decided to form a 
Special Libraries Division in Queensland, 
and Miss Coral Francis has been nominated 


as the Division Representative on the 
Branch Council. 
Library Development in Queensland: 


Five new Municipal Libraries have been 
opened in Queensland during the past 12 
months. 


SOUTH AUSTRALIAN BRANCH 
South Australian Library Scene: During 
the year two new local public libraries 
were opened, the Pitman Public Library 
at Marion and the Barossa Valley Public 
Library (Nuriootpa Branch). Arrange- 
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ments have been made to open two branch 
libraries at Elizabeth, a library at Port 
Pirie and another at Burnside. ‘Two fur- 
ther branches of the Barossa Valley Public 
Library will open at Tanunda and 
Angaston this year, while Woodville plans 
to open its public library in February, 
1961. While all this is a modest achieve- 
ment compared with the situation in the 
rest of Australia, South Australia has at 
least lost the “unhappy distinction” which 
was hers in 1957 of being alone among 
Australian States in having no free muni- 
cipal public libraries. 

Tentative plans have been drawn up for 
an additional new building that would 
double the floor space of the present build- 
ing of the Public Library of South 
Australia, 

When term begins in 1960 the Barr 
Smith Library, University of Adelaide, will 
he occupying one half of the extensions of 
its present building. The other half is at 
present housing some departments of the 
Faculty of Arts and the whole of the Law 
School and its Library. 

The projected building for the Teachers’ 
Training College in Kintore Avenue will 
incorporate a much enlarged library. 

Meetings: Nine general meetings, of 
which one was an extraordinary one, were 
held between February and December, 
with an average attendance of 43 members. 

The general meetings held in 1959 were 
as follows: 

February 26th: Annual General Meeting 
with Presidential address by Professor W. 
G. K. Duncan, whose theme was the ques- 
tion of what special obligations and 
responsibilities a librarian owes to the 
public. 

March 23rd: Visit to the recently estab- 
lished Pitman Public Library at Seacombe 
Gardens. Miss J. Bayfield, Officer-in- 
Charge, described briefly how the Library 
was established and how it functioned. 

April 23rd: “Communications”. By Mr. 
W. G. Buick, Public Library of S.A. 

May /8th: An_ extraordinary general 
meeting was held to elect another Repre- 
sentative Councillor in the place of Pro- 
fessor W. G. K. Duncan, who since election 
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the previous year has been chosen as Vice- 
President of the Library Association of 
Australia. 


June 5th: Visit to the recently opened 
Barossa Valley Public Library (Nurioopta 


Branch) at Nuriootpa. Miss D. Jude, the 
Librarian, gave a summary supported by 
statistics of the work done during the three 
months the Library had functioned. At 
the conclusion of the formal meeting local 
citizens who were present set up a com- 
mittee to further a regional scheme for the 
Barossa Valley. 

July 24th: An address by Mr. C. W. 
Collins, Librarian, University of Canter- 
bury, Christchurch, N.Z. 

August 13th: Forum on _ the subject 
“Should a librarian show his opinions by 
active participation in religious and politi- 
cal activities”. The speakers were Miss J. 
Holland, Miss J. Shaw, Mr. G. Farmer and 
Mr. S. L. Ryan. 

September 22nd: Reports by Section 
Secretaries and Representative Councillors 
on the ‘Tenth General Conference of the 
Association held in Sydney in August, and 
on matters dealt with by General Council 
at its annual general meeting held at the 
same time. 

October 14th: Discussion by a panel of 
speakers on the proposed revision of the 
L.A.A. examination syllabus. The speakers 
were: Miss C. Schneider, of the W.R.E., 
and Messrs. Buick, Olding, Fischer, Farmer 
and Hall of the Public Library of S.A. 

December 3rd: “Some thoughts on the 
book trade today”, by Miss E, Payne of the 
W.E.A. Bookroom. 

Branch Sub-committees 

1. Financial aid from State Government: 
Professor W. G. K. Duncan, Mr. W. G. 
Buick and Mr. J. A. Wells were appointed 
to consider the best way of soliciting 
financial aid for the L.A.A. from the State 
Government. 

2. Library “bill of rights”: Mr. W. G. 
Buick was appointed Convener of a sub- 
vommittee appointed to draft a proposed 
“bill of rights” for librarians for sub- 
mission to General Council. 


TASMANIAN BRANCH 
Only six formal branch meetings were 
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held during the year. These were: 

1. Current problems in the professional 
association: a discussion led by Mr. B. W. 
Wray, Miss M. C. Ramsay and Mr. D. H. 
Borchardt. 

2. Anecdotes of Tasmanian bookselling, 
by W. Fuller. 

3. Library architecture, by J. F. D. Scar- 
borough. 

4. United Nations publications and in- 
formation services, by W. Asten. 

5. Public libraries and Federal 
United States, by Professor Wight. 

6. Library service and adult education, 
by K. G. Brookes. 

Attendances were higher, averaging 
thirty, or almost one-third of the total 
branch membership. 


aid in 


The main emphasis of the Branch’s pro- 
gramme was directed into a Weekend 
School led by the President of the Library 
Association of Australia, Mr. John Met- 
calfe. With its theme as “Libraries in 
Transition”, the school was most successful 
and perhaps laid the foundations for an 
annual gathering of librarians from all 
types of libraries in the State and perhaps 
bevond. 

The year ended with the annual dinner- 
dance, which now seems to be a reasonably 
established and popular gathering. 


Branch Council met on ten occasions 
and dealt with the work of programming 
formation and discussion of relevant Asso- 
ciation matters. Sub-committees were set 
up during the year to make suggestions to 
the State-wide Committee of the Public 
Service considering equal pay; to consider 
a promotional leaflet; and to frame a new 
constitution for the Branch. 


Throughout the year the Branch’s publi- 
cation, “Library Opinion”, was continued 
and favourable encouragement for its con- 
tinuance was received from other States. 


VICTORIAN BRANCH 

The Branch Council held ten fully 
attended meetings to deal with current 
matters as they arose, and also to take the 
initiative in some fields. It nominated a 
panel from which the Association's repre- 
sentatives to the Free Library Service 
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Board were appointed. Early in the year 
it made an extensively argued submission 
to the Chief Secretary on both the imme- 
diate and long-term aspects of library 
subsidies. It continued to devote constant 
attention to questions of standards and 
status; in fact, it was as a result of the 
efforts of the Victorian Representative 
Councillors that the matter was construc- 
tively discussed and certain decisions 
reached at the meeting of the General 
Council. It had to concern itself with 
particular problems of professional ethics. 
It made representations on certain Vic- 
torian problems to the Chairman of the 
Public Service Board of Victoria. It 
approached the University of Melbourne 
on their proposed educational television 
network. It arranged for six young repre- 
sentatives of the Branch to be amongst the 
guests invited to a State reception for 
Princess Alexandra; it is hoped that in the 
future the Association will be represented 
on all State occasions of a similar nature. 
It pressed for a Victorian representation 
on the Board of Examination, and in fact 
the General Council elected two Victorian 
members to the ‘Board. 


It was the Branch Council's policy that 
quarterly meetings should give all mem- 
bers an opportunity to take part in ow 
discussions, our work and, of course, share 
our responsibility. Four well-attended 
meetings and a Christmas meeting sug- 
gested that we had made some advance in 
this direction. 


At the first meeting of the year a panel 
“Librarians speak’ presented six _ brief 
addresses on a variety of subjects with a 
lively question time to follow. At our 
second meeting we had the great oppor- 
tunity of hearing a brilliant address by 
Mr. Andrew Garran, Chairman of the 
Public Service Board of Victoria, on the 
subject, “What is a Professional Man?” A 
third meeting considered the impending 
Sydney conference and ended with a short 
but illuminating address by Miss Hagger 
on her trip to the Philippines and Japan. 
The fourth meeting received reports from 
members who attended the Conference. 
Our Christmas meeting, once again 
made a happy and cheerful occasion 
through the devoted help of an energetic 
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committee. A large and friendly gathering 
had the privilege of hearing Mr. C. A. 
McCallum’s thoughtful retrospect which 
lacked neither depth nor humour. Once 
again we are all most appreciative of the 
generosity of both the Trustees of the 
Public Library of Victoria and the Trustee 
of the National Gallery of Victoria in 
providing accommodation for meetings 
throughout the year. 

The ideas and aspirations of professional 
and lay members of this Association repre- 
sent man’s greatest achievements. Books, 
knowledge and their free, unhampered, 
wide distribution are, beyond doubt, the 
foundations of Western civilization. In 
constantly thinking of better standards for 
librarians, in ceaselessly battling for the 
extension of library services, in never stop- 
ping to hammer the doors of those who 
hold the library purse-strings, we are fight- 
ing in the conviction of inevitable, ultimate 
success. Yet we must know that the road 
is still arduous, like many other roads in 
Australia, just partly made, full of pot- 
holes and with insufficient lanes for free 
and speedy advance. 


In Australia today books, their lenders, 
purveyors and readers seem to be blanketed 
in a conspiracy of silence. To keep books 
and librarians before the public eye is more 
difficult now than it was in the days when 
there were no fast presses, radio and tele- 
vision to feed us with information. 


To break through and keep in front, 
librarians and their Association, must com- 
bine dignity with aggressiveness, high intel- 
lectual and professional standards with 
an acute sense of bargaining. We must 
have a realistic sense of mission; we must 
know that what we do, and what we still 
hope to achieve, will enrich society as a 
whole. 


WEST AUSTRALIAN BRANCH 


Meetings: The Annual General Meeting 
of the Branch was held at the State Library 
on 8th April, 1959. 

Four general meetings were held as 
follows: 

18th March, 1959, at Scarborough Public 
Library. Mr. C. C, Florey spoke on “Down 
with specialists”. 
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27th May, 1959, at Fremantle Children’s 
Library. Miss J. Best and Mr. N. Houghton 
discussed the question, “Are children’s 
librarians really necessary?” The meeting 
was followed by refreshments, at the invi- 
tation of His Worship the Mayor of 
Fremantle, in his parlour. 


22nd September, 1959, at the State 
Library. Some of the members who 
attended the tenth conference of the Asso- 
ciation gave their impressions of those parts 
of the proceedings in which they were par- 
ticularly interested. 


11th November, 1959, at the Library of 
the Department of Agriculture. This was 
a joint meeting of the Branch and the 
Special Libraries Section, W.A. Group. 
Miss M. White spoke about the work of the 
library. 

A Special Meeting of the Branch was 
held at the University on 28th January. 
Dr. Keyes D. Metcalf spoke on “Libraries 
today: problems and opportunities”. 


Average attendance at Branch meetings 
was 45. 


A meeting of professional members by 
examination was bela at the University on 
24th June, 1959, to discuss a proposal for 
revision of the Association’s examination 


syllabus. 


Five Council meetings were held (on 
Ilth March, 8th April, 13th May, 22nd 
September and 25th November). Average 
attendance at Council meetings was seven. 


Uniform Stationery for Inter-Library 
Loans in Western Australia: A committee 
consisting of Miss Hammond, Miss White 
and Mr. Balnaves was appointed by Coun- 
cil to recommend a form of uniform 
stationery for inter-library loans in Western 
Australia. The committee’s report and 
draft form were approved, copies of the 
form are being printed by the State 
Treasury and will be distributed by the 
Library Board. 


Professional Education: Lectures in 
preparation for the Association’s examina- 
tions were again held at the Perth Tech- 
nical College. Arrangements for the 
examinations were made by the Branch. 
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NEW SOUTH WALES 
CENTRAL COAST GROUP 
Meetings 

Annual General Meeting: The Annuai 
General Meeting was held on the 24th 
February, 1959, at 8 p.m. The speaker 
was Dr. A. D. Osborn, Librarian of the 
Fisher Library, who gave a very interesting 
address on developments in librarianship 
in the United States of America. 


General Meetings: General Meetings of 
the Group were held as set below: 


30th April: Mr, G. D. Richardson, Prin- 
cipal Librarian of the Public Library of 
New South Wales, spoke on “The Public 
Library of New South Wales, past, present 
and future”. 


2/st May: Mr. 1. MacArthur, of Halstead 
Press, Sydney, spoke on book production. 

17th September: The following members 
gave their impressions of the general con- 
ference of the Association which was held 
in Sydney in August, 1959: Mr. E. Flowers, 
Mrs. B. Flowers, Mr. R. Horner, Mr. J. 
Levett, Mr. D. Levett, Mr. D. Miller, Mr. 
L. Miller. 

The average attendance at the meetings 
was approximately 25 to 30. 


Committees 


Committee for Work with Children: 
During 1959 this Committee consisted of 
Mr. A. C. Purser, Convener, Miss M. Clare, 
Mrs. W. Folkard, Mrs. V. Lee and Miss 
A. Powrie. 

As Mr. John Gunn was visiting New- 
castle Public Library in connection with 
Children’s Book Week, advantage was taken 
of his presence in the area to arrange a 
meeting with Mr. Gunn as speaker. At 
the request of Miss Clare this meeting was 
held at the Edgeworth David Memorial 
Library, Cessnock, and with the very kind 
co-operation of the Australian Broadcasting 
Commission Mr. Gunn travelled to Cess- 
nock and addressed an audience of over 
100 on children’s books and writing for 
children. 


Union Catalogue of Periodicals: The 
supplement to the above, which was pre- 
pared by Mr. D. Miller and Miss H. Sim, 
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was distributed to participating libraries 
early in the year. 

Publicity: Mr. E. Flowers continued 
throughout the year to prepare a single 
page News Sheet for distribution to mem- 
bers ~vith the notices of meeting. 

Lectures in Librarianship: From April to 
May three evening programmes were 
arranged to give some assistance to candi- 
dates for the Preliminary Examination ol 
1959. On each evening each speaker spoke 
for approximately fifteen minutes. The 
speakers were then subject to questions 
from the audience and there was consider- 
able discussion on the general subject of 
the talks. The programme was as follows: 

Monday, 27th Apvil: “The Essential 
Function of the Library” Miss M. 
Clare on the Public Library, Mr. R. Horner 
on the task of libraries generally, Mr. D. 
Miller on the role of the library, with par- 
ticular regard to technology, and Mrs. A. 
C. Purser on the Public Library. 

Thursday, 7th May: “Methods of Select- 
ing, Ordering and Taking into Stock and 
Replacing Books” Miss D. Cooke on 
methods of the'Edgeworth David Memorial 
Library, Cessnock; Mrs. B. Lorenc on the 
methods of the Newcastle University 
College Library, and Miss A. Powrie on 
the methods of the Newcastle Public 
Library. 

Wednesday, 13th May: “The New South 
Wales Library Act” Mr. E. Flowers 
on the constitution, powers and duties of 
the Library Board, Mrs. V. Lee on the 
duties and responsibilities of local authori- 
ties under the Act, Mr. L. Miller on the 
financial provisions of the Act. 


/UBLIC LIBRARIES SECTION 

General Survey: 1959 has been Sydney 
Conference year; greater activity and 
interest has been forthcoming than at any 
previous Conference. It is little wonder, 
therefore, that the Section’s efforts were 
bent towards assisting in the success of this 
mammoth project. 

The Section’s papers covered widely dif- 
fering aspects of library work; the joint 
session with the Children’s Library Section, 
“What is a children’s Librarian” by Mr. 
Wray; “Extension work, a legitimate func- 
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tion of the public library?” by Miss J 
Charteris; and “Subject specialization” by 
Mr. Ellison. 

The speakers, chairmen and discussion 
leaders were drawn from far and wide, and 
in all five States were represented—N.S.W., 
South Australia, Tasmania, Victoria and 
Western Australia. 


It was also the Section’s intention to 
provide an opportunity for members to 
meet each other prior to the formal 
sessions. On the Monday evening, a buffet 
tea was enjoyed at the Glebe Branch of 
the City of Sydney Public Library. A short 
annual meeting confirmed the Minutes of 
the previous meeting held in Adelaide, 
1957, and informed members of the activi- 
ties of the Section and details of the 
ensuing elections. The evening concluded 
with a theatre party to the Phillip Street 
Theatre, at which Joyce Grenfell was 
appearing. It is hoped that this “wna 
of informal social evenings can con- 
tinued at future Conferences. Many new 
friendships are formed and valuable experi- 
ences exchanged. 


Arising out of the Conference, the Divi- 
sions are to further consider Mr. Ellison's 
paper and report back their views to the 
Section. 

Public Library Opinion: Has _ been 
roneoed and distributed to members on 
seven occasions during the year. Articles, 
received from Victoria and N.S.W., have 
included accounts of new library building 
and services, photographic charging at 
Sandringham and the Baillieu Library. 


UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES SECTION 


The principle activity of this year has 
been the organization of the Section’s part 
in the tenth Conference of the Association. 


In August a Division of the Section was 
formed in Victoria, making three Divisions 
with those already in existence in New 
South Wales and South Australia. The 
Section welcomes the Victorian Division. 


At the Annual Meeting of the Section it 
was decided that the Section should offer 
a Scholarship of £50 for the opening year 
of the University of New South Wales 
School of Librarianship. Terms were 
drawn up and the Scholarship advertised. 
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CHILDREN’S LIBRARIES SECTION 


Meetings: The Annual General Meeting 
was held in Sydney in conjunction with 
the Conference. Due to an unfortunate 
coincidence, the meeting was held on the 
same night as the Annual General Meeting 
of the Australian Children’s Book Council, 
and this undoubtedly affected the attend- 
ance at the Section’s meeting. About 30 
members attended. The Annual Report 
and Financial Statement for the year 1958 
were read and adopted, and some of the 
matters discussed were: Section adminis- 
tration, the proposed visit of a children’s 
librarian from the U.S.A., school library 
provision, the collection by the Section of 
representative children’s books of the 
twentieth century, the Book Review Bulle- 
tin, training of children’s librarians, Wes- 
tern Australian teacher librarians. 


The Section Executive met frequently 
to deal with business and to compile the 
monthly business reports. 


Book Review Bulletin: For some time 
the Section has been exploring the possi- 
bility of having the Bulletin printed or 
duplicated in a more attractive form. This 
appears to be impossible in view of the 
Section’s finances, and so it was decided at 
the Annual ‘General Meeting to continue 
the Bulletin in its present form, but to 
attempt an improvement in the quality of 
reviews. In future it will be issued every 
three months instead of monthly in the 
hope that the most competent reviewers 
can be called on to contribute to each issue. 

Training: Victorian Division, 
together with the Free Library Service 
Board and the Library Association of Vic- 
toria held a_ successful conference of 
children’s librarians in May, 1959. The 
Section was pleased to hear that, as a direct 
result of this conference, the time allotted 
to teaching children’s librarianship at the 
Public Library of Victoria Library School 
has been considerably increased. 


Collection of Children’s Books: It is 
hoped to establish at some central place a 
collection of children’s books of the 
twentieth century on the same lines as the 
collection being built up by the Youth 
Libraries Section of the British Library 
Association. ‘The purpose of this project 
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is to collect together the most significant 

books of the century; outstanding for their 
uality and ones which herald new 
evelopments and new fashions. 


School Libraries: In spite of a previous 
attempt, which met with little success, to 
interest Education Departments in improv- 
ing the financial provision for school 
libraries, the Section feels that it should 
not abandon its attempt to influence these 
departments. A committee is investigating 
ways and means of bringing the needs of 
school libraries before the authorities. 


Union Catalogue of Books on Children’s 
Librarianship: The Executive reports that 
this project is not yet completed. A draft 
of the catalogue was sent to each Division 
during 1959, but it needs to be pruned of 
much out-of-date material before it can be 
completed. 


Visiting Children’s Librarian: The Sec- 
tion is at present investigating the possi- 
bility of bringing a prominent children’s 
librarian from the U.S.A. to Australia to 
hold seminars and give lectures in all 
States. 


SPECIAL LIBRARIES SECTION 


Meetings: The sixth Annual General 
Meeting was held on March 11th, 1959, at 
the Public Library of New South Wales 
and 13 members attended. 


Six meetings of the Section Committee 
were held during the year and were well 
attended. 


Review of the Year’s Work: Although 
the membership roll has increased steadily 
each year, this year the figure climbed from 
401 to 469, which is a marked increase and 
most gratifying. Queensland and Western 
Australia now have a large enough mem- 
bership to consider forming divisions, 
which will leave Tasmania as the only 
group within the Section. 


Much of the Section’s work during the 
year was in connection with the L.A.A. 
Conference held in August, and we feel 
our efforts helped towards making it such 
a successful Conference. About 200 special 
Librarians registered for the Conference. 


No new work was undertaken during 
the year, but progress was made on two 
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projects commenced in 1958. These were 
the new edition of the Directory of Special 
Libraries, and the Promotional Leaflet, 
both of which, it is expected, will be 
printed in 1960. 


Library Association of Australia: Several 
matters were referred to the Section by the 
L.A.A. The Section was asked by the 
Association: 


(a) For comments on the proposed topic 
for the 1961 Conference to be held 
in Melbourne, “Australian National 
Bibliography and _ Library’ Re- 


sources.” 


(b) To submit to General Council a 
statement on standards and status 
and salary conditions applicable to 
their field of librarianship. 


(c) To appoint a Publications Officer. 


(a) and (b) are still being considered 
by Divisions and Groups, but with regard 
to (c) the Secretary was appointed Publi- 
cations Officer. 


The only new matter taken up with the 
L.A.A. by the ‘Section was the matter of 
membership rolls and the delay and incon- 
venience caused by not receiving the first 
list for the year until July or August. 
The Section suggested several systems to 
the Hon. General Secretary, but they were 
not acceptable. Instead, the Registrar now 
sends to the Section each month the forms 
filled in by members when paying subscrip- 
tions. This method has been in operation 
for some months and is an improvement 
on the old method. 


L.A.A. Conference: Three papers were 
presented at the Special Libraries Section 
meetings held during the Conference: 
“The Place of the Company Library in the 
Company and Community,” by W. R. 
Hobden, Librarian Philips Electrical Indus- 
tries Pty. Ltd., South Australia (attend- 
ance 150), “Policy in Accessions, Cata- 
loguing, and Indexing in Special Libraries,” 
by D. R. May, B.A., B.Sc., A.L.A., Librarian 
C.S.1.R.0O., Canberra (attendance 180), 
“The Evaluation and Measurement of 
Special Library Activities,’ by E. H. 
Wilkinson, B.A., Librarian N.S.W. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture (attendance 140). 
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The Section arranged a dinner the even- 
ing before the Conference, which was 
attended by 83 members, and 56 members 
attended the General Meeting. The Sec- 
tion compiled a list of Libraries open to 
visitors during the Conference, and most 
of these were visited. 


Directory of Special Libraries: A sub- 
commmittee was appointed by the Vic- 
torian Division to edit the new Directory. 
Miss V. Dow (Convener) , Miss E. Archer, 
Miss L. McNamara, Miss R. Woodfull and 
Miss L. Davey. More work was involved 
than at first envisaged, and the sub- 
committee is still working on the subject 
headings but expect soon to fix a date for 
publication. 


Promotional Leaflet: The Section drew 
up a promotional leaflet in draft form for 
General Council’s approval, but at the 
meeting held in August Council decided 
the leaflet should cover only the interests 
of the Special Libraries Section, and the 
new draft is still being prepared. 


Abstractor: The Section Committee 
decided to leave the publication of the 
Abstractor with the Victorian Division. 


Dead Letter Office Lists: These lists have 
not been received by Victoria and New 
South Wales for some time. The Hon. 
General Secretary has been asked to write 
to the Postmaster-General, but no reply 
has been receivd by the Section. 


Consultative Service: Arising out of Mr. 
Wilkinson’s paper at the Conference, the 
Section resolved that a sub-committee be 
formed to look into the possibility of 
setting up a consultative service to advise 
on the organization or re-organization of 
Special Libraries, and to consider the com- 
pilation of a work-procedure manual. Later 
a sub-committee was appointed, consisting 
of Mrs. C. B. McKay (Convener) , Miss H. 
Sherrie and Mr. E. H. Wilkinson, and a 
report is being prepared. 

Activities of Divisions and Groups 

A.C.T. Division: Informal discussions 
were held at Branch functions. 

N.S.W. Division: The Division held 
three meetings during 1959. The Annual 
Meeting was held on February 9, and films 
‘were shown after the meeting. At a meet- 
ing on May 19 questions were put to a 
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Brains Trust Panel consisting of Miss J. 
Humphreys, Miss M. Lundie, Mr. A. C. 


Mann and Mr. E. H. Wilkinson. On 
ye 23 Miss Doris Knight, formerly 
Librarian of the National Institute of 
Research in Dairying, gave a talk “Some 
Remarks on Special Libraries in Great 
Britain”. During the year the Division has 
issued one Supplement to its List of 
Periodical Holdings in — Libraries in 
New South Wales and the second Supple- 
ment was in preparation. Three news 
circulars, including lists of duplicate 
periodicals for disposal, were distributed, 
and three lists from the Dead Letter Office 
were posted to members. 


Queensland Group: One meeting was 
held during the year at the Commonwealth 
Department of Works Library. 

South Australian Division: Three meet- 
ings were held during the year. On March 
31 the meeting was held at Philips Elec- 
trical Industries, Hendon, where an address 
was given by the Staff Training Officer on 
the internal part of staff training as opposed 
to courses at outside institutions. On June 
22 the Museum Library was visited and 
addresses were given by Mr. T. J. Mitchell, 
Curator of Reptiles, on the work of the 
Museum, and Mr. Archbold, Museum 
Librarian, on the Museum Library and its 
methods. On October 26 a general busi- 
ness meeting was held at the School of 
Mines Library and was followed by a talk 
by Miss Vidale, Librarian, on the work of 
the Library. During the year work was 
extended on the local Union List of Serials, 
and a list was compiled of all companies 
and individuals (other than members) 
who subscribe to six or more periodicals 
of a technical nature, with the object of 
inviting selected parties to collaborate. 


Tasmanian Group: This small group did 
not hold any meetings during the year. 


Victorian Division: Five general meet- 
ings were held in 1959. The Annual 
Meeting was held on February 11 at the 
Department of Agriculture. On April 15 
members were the guests of I.C.I.A.N.Z., 
who generously invited these members to 
dinner before showing them the Library 
and techno-commercial department. On 
May 20, the members visited the Library 
in the new B.H.P. building and heard 
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talks by Miss Gee, Mr. R. J. Brown and 
Mr. G. D. Stephenson, all of B.H.P., and 
Miss G. M. Dow of the School of Educa- 
tion at Melbourne University. At a meeting 
on July 15, Miss Lois Semmens, Chief 
Cataloguer at the Baillieu Library, spoke 
on the “Principles of Selecting Subject 
Headings”. On October 14, through the 
courtesy of the Parliamentary Librarian, 
Mr. Ball, members met at Parliament 
House, where they were shown the Legis- 
lative Assembly, the Legislative Council 
and the Library before being entertained 
to supper. Activities of the Division during 
the year have included the editing for the 
Section of the new edition of the Directory 
of Special Libraries, issuing four numbers 
of the Abstractor, the Duplicate Exchange 
Service, and opening a_ Register of 
Librarians available for temporary employ- 
ment. 

Western Australian Group: Three meet- 


ings were held during the year. Dr. D. 
Farner, Professor of Zoophysiology of the 
Washington State College, gave an informal 
talk on the libraries he had used and some 
of the differences between them, and also 
told something of the organization behind 
“Chemical Abstracts,” with which he has 
been connected for many years. In 
November a joint meeting with the Branch 
was held at the new Library of the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture in South Perth. Miss 
White, the Librarian, told of the history 
of the library and the move from cramped 
quarters in the city to the spacious new 
building. The final meeting was held at 
the Medical School Library, and Mr. Brian 
Williams of TVW spoke on “Television as 
a means of communication”, which pro- 
vided an interesting subject for discussion. 
During the year circulars were sent out 
regularly for members and friends in- 
terested in the group. 


Personnel 


Fred Derek Osmond Fielding M.A. (Dub.) A.L.A., has been appointed Deputy 
Librarian of the University of Western Australia. 


Mr. Fielding was born in Belfast in 1929. He was on the staff of the Sheffield 
City Libraries from 1951 to 1958, and held the positions of Junior Assistant, Senior 
Assistant and Sub-Librarian of Sheffield Branch Libraries and Senior Sub-Librarian 


Central Lending Library. 


He has been Deputy Librarian, Auckland University Library since 1958. 


Mr. Fielding has been a contributor to New Zealand Libraries. 


PUBLIC LIBRARY OF NEW SOUTH WALES 
LIBRARY SCHOOL 


The Public Library of New South Wales will continue to provide, in 1961, a course 
relating to the syllabus of the Preliminary Examination of the Library Association of 


Australia. 


As in previous years, the course will be held on Monday and Friday evenings for 12 
weeks, from 6th March to 26th May. Admission to it will be open only to graduates and 
to students who are qualified for matriculation at an Australian university. 


Applications to attend the course should be made on forms available from the Public 
Library in January, 1961. The closing date for all applications will be 6th February, 


1961. 
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Board of Examination, Certification 
and Registration of Librarians 


PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION 
RESULTS, 1960 


AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 


Merit 
Cleland, James Lindsay 
Colquhoun, Athalie Madge 
Day, Marjory Ivy 
Foote, Brian Douglass 

Pass 
Andrews, Elizabeth Patricia 
Brudenall, Michael John 
Bryan, San Mary 
Dwyer, James Gerard 
Ellis, Timothy Ruegg 
English, Ruth Marcia 
Fielding, Margaret Constance 
Hannah, Beverley Robin 
Hawke, Noelle Sylvia Glasgow 
Hogg, Dorothy Elizabeth 
Hood, Thea Florence 
Jessop, Shirley Patricia 
Jordan, Nancy Jean 


Loudon, Raymond Joseph Ellsmore 


MacGoun, Joan Margaret 
Matthews, Philip Dorrell 
Moore, Pacita Mary Inglis 
Morcombe, Suellen Alma 
Paton, Robert Reid 
Scott Smith, Kim Florence 
Staples, Barbara Anne 
Stohr, Margaret Rose 
Stratigos, Susan Mary 
Trepp, Rosemary Erica 
Walters, Heather Mary 
Wicks, Margaret Frances 


Wijeyasena, Ulugalatenne Ranasinhalage 


Jayaratha 
New SoutH WALEs 
Merit 
Ballantyne, Barbara Jean 
Bell, Jacqueline 
* Clouten, Keith Herbert 
Guilford, Mabel Elizabeth 
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McDonald, Raymond John 
McLean-Henderson, Lrene 
Plowman, Robyn Dunia 


Pass 


Abbott, Merilyn Joy 
Anderson, Margaret Joan 
Ashton, Kathleen 
Ashworth, Judith Ann 
Askew, Ann 

Atkinson, Shirley Ross 
Badgery, Suzanne Nancy 
Bailey-Tart, Mary Mylanwy 
Baker, Richard Noel Douglas 
Baker, Robert John 
Banks, Janet Margaret 
Barnett, Lorraine Essie 
Barton, Olwyn Joyce 
Bassett, Jocelyn Carmel 
Bevan, Shirley Karin 
Biggs, Helen Annette 
Bond, Nola Elizabeth 
Bourke, Margaret Mary 
Bradford, Shirley Rae 
Brasier, Bridgette Martha 
Bray, Margaret Anne 
Brice, Janet May 

Brown, Pamela Elizabeth 
Burke, Christine Elisabeth 
Burling, Mary Therese 
Byrne, Patricia 

Calder, Josephine 

Carroll, Maureen Alice 
Clark, Noreen Rosemary 
Coles, Anne Veronica 
Colless, Lesley Helen 
Connolly, Barbara Patricia 
Cooney, Ann Mary 
Cullen, Maureen Anne 
Cummins, Isabel Nola 
Dalton, Patricia Robyne 
Daventry, Anne-Louise 
Dean, William Kenneth Hall 
Dibb, Jeanette Elaine 
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Earl, Jacqueline Mary 
Economus, Helen Marie 
Eddy, Helen Mary 
Edwards, Ella Solveig 
Elliott, Jannis Byron 
Evans, Agnes Mary Martha 
Fielding, Nea Joan 

Fisher, Elizabeth Maureen 
Furniss, Anne Elizabeth 
Garlick, Janice Joy 

Gittoes, Alice 

Gray, John Leigh 
Hackwell, Nancy Winitred 
Hainsworth, David Roger 
Hardwick, Joycelyn Ann 
Harley, Winifred Isabel 
Harris, Marion Anne 
Harriss, Coral Elizabeth Margaret 
Hutchison, Rosemary Jeanette 
Huxley, Carol 

Huxtable, Elizabeth Ann 
Jacobs, Barbara Anne 
Johnston, Ian Vincent John 
Jones, Marilyn Gaye 
Kelala, Antigone 

Lake, Elizabeth Mary 
Lamb, Felicity Margot 
Lawrence, Helen 
Lieberman, Denise Carole 
Lindsay, Harold Bruce 
Linfoot, Judith Wynne 
Llewelyn, Enid Margaret 
Logan, Ruth Marie 
Lorenc, Jaroslav 

Loy, Jeannette Margaret 
McDougall, Bonnie Suzanne 
McGuire, Judith Margaret Mary 
McKimm, Kay 

Mangan, Frederick Dennis 
Martin, Janet 

Martin, Pamela Agnes 
Maude, Carol 

Mengyan, George 

Miles, Patricia Mary 

Mills, Alexander 

Mills, Pamela Clyst 
Mitcheson, Barrie 

Morgan, Maree Rosanne 
Morris, Clarice Elsa 
Morriss, Julia 

Morton, Margaret Anne 
Motum, Kathleen Noela 
Murphy, Vivienne Avonia 
Myrtle, Katharine Toni 
Nelson, Helen Margaret 


206 


Nisula, Leena Marja 
Noyes, Helen Margaret 
O’Brien, Mary-Louise 
O'Leary, Catherine 
O’Meley, Diana Rose 
O’Ryan, Janice 

Parry, Fay 

Penbroek, Johan Frederik 
Pirie, Janette Marie 
Power, Carolyn Hope 
Power, Gay Lesley 
Prescott, Marilyn Joy 
Pugh, Frances Ann 

Ralfs, Judith Ann 
Randall, Geoffrey Charles 
Ranson, Kerstin Maria Elisabet 
Rawson, Robin Isobel 
Richardson, Lindsay Margaret Dalyell 
Richardson, Lorraine Margaret 
Robinson, Gillian Helen 
Robinson, Sandra June 
Robson, Joy Elizabeth 
Rothe, Frances Mary 
Shawe, Sarah Elizabeth 
Shepherd, Faith Elizabeth 
Sidney, Kay Leslie 

Slade, Gillian Charlotte 
Smith, Julanne 

Sparkes, Jennifer Thelma 
Steele, Margaret Naomi 
Swords, Maureen Denise 
Symonds, Mary Alicia 
Tabor, Mary Louise 
Thane, Phillipa 

Thomas, Barbara June 
Thompson, Patritia Joan 
Thomson, Denise Simpson 
Thurlow, Patricia Mary 
Tilbrook, John Richard 
Tratt, Barbara Helen 
Underwood, Emily Kay 
Utick, Marie Elizabeth 
Vassella, Brenda Estelle 
Vilder, Eugen 

Walden, Wendy Elizabeth 
Watson, Margaret Dawn 
Waugh, Christine Robyn 
Weidlich, Maria Anna 
Weigall, Catharine Frances Theyre 
Wilkes, Allan 

Williams, Faye Margaret 
Wilson, Helen May 
Wood, Frances-Ann 
Wood, Rae Pollyanna 
Wood, Valerie-Robin 
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Woods, Julian Philip Mather 

Wunderlich, Susan Cohen 

Wyndham, Penelope 
QUEENSLAND 

Merit 

Greenfield, Elizabeth Agatha Ker 

Harvey, Hilda Margaret 

Routh, Spencer James 

Wilkes, Paula Veronica 

Pass 

Allan, Gay Beverley Wallace 

Andress, Dell Lynette 

Barnett, Cecily Marcia 

Birt, Vivienne Anne 

Broadley, Kathleen Helen 

Chapman, Pamela Joyce 

Creighton, Miriam Janette 

Ferry, Judith Anne 

Fleet, Gordon John 

Gilbert, Heather Isabel 

Gresham, Rosalind 

Hall, Mary Patricia 

Harris,Colleen 

Jones, Glenda Morton 

Keed, Elizabeth Anne 

Kendall, Anne Elizabeth 

Loane, Patricia Constance 

Makin, Olive May 

Marsh, Hazel Joyce 

Meehan, Cecilie Ann 

Mills, Janice Helen 

Murray, Patricia 

O'Donoghue, Kathleen 

O'Neill, Margaret Gae 

Pope, Patricia Kathleen Frances 

Potts, Diana Cameron 

Ross, Margaret Valmai 

Stainlay, Margaret Anne 

Tan, Robert Siang Hai 

Todd, Janet Eleanor Campbell 

Wright, Mabel 


SouTH AUSTRALIA 

Merii 

Roberts, Beatrice Enid Lloyd 
Pass 

Anderson, June Margaret 

Benger, Beverley Ann 

Cashmore, Gillian Frances 

Church, Catherine Rosemary 

Connor, Margaret Anne 

Daw, Elizabeth Mary 

Flatman, Margaret Elaine 
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Glynn, Jennifer Helen 
Hartmann, Heather Gillian 
Howes, Brian Richard 

Lower, Doreen Margaret 
Lush, Christine Lesley 

Martin, Bernice Wilma 
Morgan, Bronwen Margaret 
Roennfeldt, Myrine Rosemary 
Rogers, Jennifer Helen 

Shaw, Yvonne Lesley 
Shepherd, Roslyn Anne 

Sykes, Meredith Elizabeth 
Szczygielski, Wladyslawa Wanda 
Warnecke, Marilynne Elizabeth 


"TASMANIA 


Pass 


Atkinson, Elva Kathleen 
Franks, Shirley Margaret 
Giblin, Sally Norah 

Gilbert, Patricia Anne 
Landers, Patricia Mary Teresa 
Meredith, Bronwen Myfanwy 
Smith, Janet Eryl 
Weidenhofer, Heather 
Winter, Helen Lorraine 
Wojtowicz, Tadeusz Piotr 


VICTORIA 


Merit 


Alston, Sheila Anne 

Arnott, Florence Hunter 

Blackall, Bettina Mary 

Monahan, Joan Margaret 
Morgan, James Christmas Herbert 
Zinn, Ina Ruth 


Pass 


Andermann, Liv Charlotte Emilie 
Bastow, Judith Mary 
Bawden, Lois Musgrave 
Bedford, Joseph Thomas 
Bell, Jennifer Jane 
Bevan, Olive Joy 

Bier, Herbert 
Biesterfeldt, Pamela Ruth 
Bollen, Oenone Elizabeth 
Burke, Ronda 

Calwell, Mary Elizabeth 
Cameron, Innes Norma 
Cant, Margot Amee 
Coutts, Valerie Mary 
Cunningham, Lesley Ella 
Davis, Marie Louise 
Dawson, Antonia 
Delahey, Marilyn Joy 
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a 


Donohoe, Patricia Kathleen 
Dupen, Shirley Dawn 

Earl, Patricia Lorraine 
Ellis, James William 
Farrell, Anne Christine 
Fraser, Glenwys Elaine 
Frazer, Margaret Anne 
Gabbé, Dorothy Anne 
Gates, Beverley Elaine 
Grace, Geraldine Mary 
Green, Carmen 

Griffiths, Lucy Ellen 
Handley, Elizabeth Joyce 
Head, Daisy Ellice 

Hickie, Carolyn Mary 
Howard, Heather Dawn 
Howells, Juliana Margaret 
Howells, Rosemary Alice 
Hyslop, Margot Jeanette 
Ingham, Margaret Hope Maberly 
Jurcens, Inara 

Keep, David Francis Adam 
Kellaway, Frank Gerald 
Klemm, Donna-Maree 
Kotmel, Elizabeth Jane 
Lawrence, John Robert 
Liebmann, Henrietta 
Lindsay, Ruth Lorraine 
McCarthy, Kathleen Mary 
MacDonald, Mary Crawford 
McGrath, Margaret Mary 
McKechnie, Elizabeth Barbara 
McKinlay, Bernice 

Malone, Laurice Elizabeth 
Martin, Penelope Ann 
Mayer, Hedwig Bertha 
Messer, Erica Charlotte 
Middleton, Janet Mary 
Mills, Rhoda Winifred 
Morlet, Mary Jane 

Morley, Carole 

Morrison, Cathleen Suzanne 
Moss, Jennifer Spencer 
Murray, Joan Barbara 
Nagel, Anna Maria 

Owen, Barbara Mary 
Patterson, Lynn Margaret 
Peden, Josephine 


Phillips, Susan Janet 
Pollard, George Reginald 
Porteous, Beverley Anne 
Quinlan, Evelyn Verdon 
Reynolds, Margaret Jane 
Robinson, Rosemary Eve 
Rusden, Florinda Mary Anderson 
Schmidt, Dorothea Marjory 
Sequenzia, Carmela Mary 
Sinclair, Margaret Jill 
Singleton, Patrick Duffield 
Sopp, Felicity June Chirgwin 
Spier, Margaret Mary 
Stansfield, Patricia Mary 
Stirling, Anne Elvena 
Thomas, Janet Winifred 
Thomson, Valerie Lynne 
Thurman, Gwendolyne Mary 
Towers, Graham Westwood 
Waugh, Margery Webster 
Werner, Patricia Margaret 
Weston, Ephraim Roy 
Williams, Faye Lorraine 
Williamson, Pamela Grace 
Wulft, Helen 

Yen, Lois Louey 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA 


Merit 


Coles, Patricia Jeannie 
Neggo, Gaida 


Pass 


Bull, Janet Margaret 

Crisp, Brian Robert 

Cronin, Colleen Anne 
D’Arcy-Evans, Ethne Elizabeth 
Drakeford, Richard Paul 
Fawcett, Sheila MacDonald 
Haskins, Elaine 

Johnson, Anna Caroline 
Knowles, Effie Fenn 

Lush Lona Lorraine 
McCabe, Bernadette Therese 
Neck, Anne Christina 
Palmer, Alison Courtney 
Prout, Patricia Ann 
Rumbold, Helen Matheson 
Wilkinson, Colin 


The following are the comparative statistics for 1959-60: 


Passed 
Failed 


Merit 
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1960 
308 (73.2%) 372 (82.3%) 
113 (26.8%) 81 (17.7%) 
453 
23 (5.5%) 24 (5.3%) 
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Book Reviews 


“Scottish Family Histories held in Scot- 
tish Libraries,” Joan P. 8. Ferguson, Scottish 
Central Library, Edinburgh, 1960, 194 p., 
25/- Stg. 

The appearance of this useful and infor- 
mative bibliography will be welcomed, not 
only by workers in the field of Scottish 
history, but by the increasing number of 
historians in India, Canada, and other 
countries who are anxious to seek out 
biographical information about Scots who 
have made their mark abroad over the last 
five centuries. 

In 1959, a committee was established in 
Scotland for the promotion of “the Study 
of Scotland Overseas” —a sure indication 
that the importance of the Scottish influ- 
ence in colonisation, commerce, adminis- 
tration and other fields is being recognized 
as a subject worthy of study. It has 
certainly been neglected in the past, but, 
with every likelihood that historians will 
be interested in finding out more about 
the home backgrounds and environment 
of Scots who went abroad, a publication 
of this kind will be well received. 


Thirty years ago Margaret Stuart and 
Sir James Balfour Paul produced their 
“Scottish Family History’—a bibliography 
that has proved indispensable to research 
workers since it appeared. This new 
volume lists the large body of material 
published since 1930, as well as incorporat- 
ing numerous publications and collected 
materials (genealogies, press cuttings, 
books, etc.) dating from before 1930 but 
not listed in its forerunner. 


It is interesting to note that the catalogue 
has been compiled from lists sent into the 
Scottish Central Library in response to a 
circular inquiry directed to University, 
county and municipal libraries. The result 
is évidence of an admirable and whole- 
hearted co-operation, for, as the Librarian 
of the Scottish Central Library observes in 
his introductory note on the scope and 
arrangement of the work, it “records the 
whereabouts of some 2,000 Scottish family 
histories held in 76 urban, county, univer- 
sity and institutional libraries”. Both 
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highland and lowland families are listed 
here and the presentation is clear, all the 
holding libraries being indicated in each 
case. 

It is unfortunate that the book does not 
include the holdings of the National 
Library of Scotland, since these are the 
most extensive in the country, but the 
information listed, giving the location of 
the books, should direct researchers to 
works that are difficult to come by, and 
save a great deal of fruitless travelling-in- 
hope to local libraries off the beaten track. 
It is unfortunate too that manuscript hold- 
ings are not listed, but, in view of their 
extent in the case of the larger libraries, 
the omission is understandable. 


It is easy to wish that something more 
comprehensive could have been produced. 
That does not alter the fact that the 
Scottish Central Library has produced a 
most valuable work. Miss Ferguson and 
Mr. Pottinger are to be congratulated on 
meeting a real need, and the co-operation 
of the Scottish libraries should certainly be 
commended. It is to be hoped that a 
similar catalogue of manuscript holdings 
will eventually be undertaken. 


DAVID S. MACMILLAN. 


Toronto. Public Library. Biblio- 
graphy of Canadiana; Being Items in the 
Public Library of Toronto, Canada, Relat- 
ing to the Early History and Development 
of Canada, First supplement, ed. by Ger- 
trude M. Boyle, assisted by Marjorie 
Colbeck, with an introduction by Henry 
C. Campbell. Toronto, Public Library, 
1959, 333 p. $7.50. 


‘The work to which this is a supplement 
was published in 1935. The main volume 
and the supplement are a bibliography of 
6,286 books, pamphlets, periodicals and 
broadsides which relate to Canadian his- 
tory up to the confederation of the 
provinces in 1867. The arrangement is 
chronological, with author and subject 
indexes. Entries are based on the out- 
standing holdings of the Toronto Public 
Library. 
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This definitive bibliography should serve 
as an aid to the development of Canadian 
collections in Australian libraries. The 
present volume is of particular interest in 
this country because of its emphasis on 


Upper Canada of which George Arthur 
was governor following his term of office 
in Van Diemen’s Land. 


ANDREW D. OSBORN. 


Correspondence 


Dear Madam, 

It was with considerable interest and 
some alarm that I read Mr. Hall’s article 
Why Children’s Libraries? in the July issue 
of the Journal. I am delighted to see that 
the Association is publishing articles on 
what has long been the Cinderella branch 
of professional librarianship in Australia. 
I feel however, that I must rise to the 
defence of the fine and often inspired work 
being done in Australia by its handful of 
children’s librarians. I cannot allow that 
they are “lazy, self-centred, wilfully ignor- 
ant”. Tremendous credit is due to them 
for not only their good professional stand- 
ards, but even more for their dauntless 
spirits, because a great deal of their work 
is accomplished without adequate resources, 
with little or no staff, and in spite of 
official apathy. I confess, that having re- 
cently returned to Australia after some 
years overseas, I am disappointed in the 
very little progress that has been made in 
the development of children’s libraries in 
Australia — and this in a country which 
prides itself on being in the forefront of 
education. I attribute this stagnation not 
to lack of inspiration and willingness on 
the part of the children’s librarians them- 
selves (the mere fact that they have chosen 
to be children’s librarians is evidence 
enough of their vocational interest — they 
usually have to be content with poor pay 
and relatively low status in the library 
scale). Rather does it seem to me due to 
a great dearth of constructive interest, and 
genuine support from library authorities, 
professional, municipal, governmental and 
others. For instance, the status of training 
for children’s librarianship alone points to 
an astonishing display of apathy on the 
part of the library profession as a whole. 
Young student librarians not only find it 
extremely difficult to obtain a modicum of 
training in this field, but also are often 
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persuaded out of it by their seniors into 
something “more worthy of their talents 
and energy”. The examination syllabus is 
in urgent need of revision, as also is the 
list of required reading. 

I must protest at Mr. Hall’s sweeping 
indictment of children’s libraries in New 
South Wales. Far from being concerned 
with what he calls “social therapy”, the 
libraries I have seen (and I admit I have 
not seen them all, but quite a number) , are 
very much concerned with providing books 
of quality for children. Any signs of clinical 
atmosphere, real or pseudo, have been 
completely absent. All of them are 
struggling against difficulties, which in 
most cases would send any North American 
librarian into “conniptions”, but neverthe- 
less they are managing to create an atmos- 
phere of happy literary activity. 

I would also like to suggest that the term 
“good book” will always be a relative one 
It is, I think, right and proper that we 
should do our best to see that children have 
access through our libraries to books which 
will stimulate the imagination, widen men- 
tal horizons, and strengthen the spirit. The 
books which have little or nothing to offer 
can very well be omitted. Nevertheless, 
with these principles in mind, absolute 
agreement on what title may be termed 
“good” and what may not will never be 
reached — and it is not right that it 
should. It may interest Mr. Hall to know, 
for instance, that the title he cites as a 
“good” book, The Enchanted by Elizabeth 
Coatsworth was turned down by one over- 
seas library in which I worked as “too 
sentimental”, and that in the same library, 
The Scarlet Pimpernel by Baroness Orczy 
was approved (this library, by the way, 
held extremely high standards of book 
selection, and read and reviewed all books 
before they were purchased). The point I 
wish to make is that we are all liable to 
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differ in our opinions on the quality of 
certain titles — but a genuine librarian will 
read and read and read — knowing his 
books is I feel of far greater significance 
than “understanding” the children — and 
the more he reads the more open-minded 
and tolerant he should grow, otherwise his 
reading is doing him no good. 


We, as librarians, may hope that children 
will read this or that title, because we deem 
it to have quality, but we have no right to 
force them to read it, nor to ban another 
that we think is poor. We must work more 
constructively than that, and more subtly — 
offering to children the books that seem to 
us genuinely good (that is, artistically true 
and honest), because we believe, not that 
they should read nothing else, but that 
they are missing real books if they do not 
read these. I agree that there is no place 
in the library for books of the mediocre 
quality of, say, Enid Blyton’s outpourings. 
We are necessarily limited in the number 
of books we can select for any library, and 
there are more than enough books with 
originality and style for us to choose from. 
I am alarmed that, although Mr. Hall has 
listed many reasons for the provision of 
children’s libraries, he seems to have missed 
the heart of the matter. We want children 
to learn to love reading and books — WHY? 
To my mind, the first answer should not 
be “To encourage children to look to 
books for information, as they will need 
to do in later life’, nor “To encourage 
children to use worthwhile books for posi- 


tive recreation”. These aims surely are 
secondary to the main one. The essential 
reason we as thoughtful adults, librarians 
or otherwise, encourage children to read 
good books, is because we believe that they 
are an inexhaustible source of joy and in- 
spiration, that they offer a lifetime of 
pleasure, and because we also believe that 
the child who is not introduced to the 
wonder and romance of books is an under- 
privileged child. Clifton Fadiman remarks 
that if we allow the sense of wonder to 
die away in our children then “there’s not 
much sense in their being children at all. 
They might as well be born adults and 
have done with it”. And it is my con- 
tention that by over-emphasis of the im- 
portance of delving into the psyches of 
library borrowers we are likely to kill that 
glorious thing. 


The true measure of a librarian’s service, 
and most especially of a children’s lib- 
rarian, is the extent to which he is able 
to introduce, through his own knowledge 
and enthusiasm, the great books, the stimu- 
lating books, of each age and generation 
— the extent to which he is able to present 
them as a living reality. 


Let us, please, talk less of “assessing the 
developmental needs” of children, and 
more, far more of knowing books, and 
introducing them. 


JOYCE BONIWELL, 
Commonwealth National Library. 


THE FINANCE COMMITTEE OF THE L.A.A. has been asked by Council 
to reconsider the basis on which the subscriptions of corporate members are fixed. 


INTER-LIBRARY LOAN COMMITTEE 


The General Council appointed an Inter-Library Loan Committee to consider 
possible revisions in the Inter-Library Loan code, improvements in inter-library loan 
procedures and to co-operate with the University Librarians Committee on inter-library 
loan and the A.A.C.O.B.S. Committee on inter-library loans. 


Members of the Committee are Miss J. P. Whyte (Convener), Miss J. Hunter, 


Mr. K. Ling and Miss J. Murray. 
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The earliest Professor of Librarianship: 


Karl Dziatzko of Gottingen 


Ropert LANGKER, B.A., School of Librarian ship, University of New South Wales 


During the last decade of the nineteenth 
century library services in Germany under- 
went a general reform as a result of an 
order of the Prussian Minister of Public 
Instruction. This order, issued 13th 
December 1893, included specific regula- 
tions for admission to the profession of 
librarianship. Every prospective librarian 
alter graduating from his university, was 
required under the order to serve for two 
years without compensation as a_proba- 
tionary assistant, either in the Royal 
Library at Berlin or in some university 
library, to the satisfaction of the respective 
directors, Each applicant was then required 
to pass a final oral examination in 
Géttingen before a three-man committee, 
the permanent chairman of which was Dr. 
Karl Dziatzko, Director of the University 
Library and Professor of Librarianship: at 
Gottingen. Control over all appointments 
as professional librarians was consequently 
in Dziatzko’s hands. 

Only seven years earlier, in September 
1886, Dziatzko had been appointed Pro- 
fessor of Librarianship in the University of 
Géttingen and his school was the first uni- 
versity school of librarianship established.1 
It is accordingly evident that Dziatzko was 
one of the most influential librarians in the 
Germany of his day. 


Student and Assistant, Breslau-Bonn 


Karl Franz Otto Dziatzko was born on 
January 27, 1840 in the small town of Neu- 
stadt? in the Prussian Province of Upper 
Silesia. He began his education in the 
grammar school at Oppeln, the capital of 


(1) Sorbelli, Albano. Bibliologica. Enciclopedia italiana 
di scienze, lettere ed arti, Roma, Istitvto Giovanni 
Treccani, 1929-59. vol. 6, p.941. ‘‘Ma un vero insegna- 
mento bibliologico velle universita si eb solo pili 
tardi. Sin dal 1886 Carlo Dziatzko inizié all’ universita 
di Gottinga un corso che continud poi sempre, ed 
siste anche ora, tenuto da illustri bibliografi.”” Sorbelli 
is the author of L’Insegnamento della bibliologia e 
biblioteconomia in Italia e all’estero, Bologna, 1926. 
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his native province, and entered the Uni- 
versity of Breslau in 1859 as a student ol 
Classical Philology. In 1861 Dziatzko trans- 
ferred to the University of Bonn where he 
graduated in 1862, passing his examina- 
tions with high honours and presenting his 
doctor’s dissertation on Plautus and 
Terence, part of a prize essay of the Uni- 
versity. At Bonn Dziatzko was an amanu- 
ensis and then an assistant in the circula- 
tion department of the University Library, 
under the Director, Professor Friedrich 
Wilhelm Ritschl, a philologist of distin- 
guished scholarship, who had reorganized 
the library and was training his students 
to become competent librarians. Many of 


the outstanding German librarians of 
Dziatzko’s generation were trained by 
Ritschl.3 


Teacher, Oppeln-Lucerne-Karlsruhe 
Dziatzko’s first profession was teaching. 


During 1864 and 1865 he taught at the 
same school at Oppeln where he had learnt 
his own first lessons. From the latter part 
of 1865 to March 1871 he taught at the 
grammar school of Lucerne in Switzerland 
and from April 1871 to March the follow- 
ing year he was Librarian of the Univer- 
sity of Freiburg in Baden. Dziatzko next 


(2) Neustadt is now called Prudnik and is in Opole Pro- 
vince of Poland. 


(3) Prof. Richard Pietschmann, Dziatzko’s successor at 
Géttingen, mentions August Wilmanns, General Director 
in Berlin, Josef Stander, Director of the University 
Library at Bonn, and Wilhelm Brambach, Librarian of 
the Court Library at Karlsruhe, as among Ritschl’s 


students. Pietschmann, Richard. Karl Dziatzko: a 
memorial sketch. Trans. by S. Nachmann. Library 
Journal. vol. 29, 1904. Conf. no. pp. 87-88. Alfred 


Hessel (A History of libraries, trans. with supplemen- 
tary material by Reuben Peiss. Washington, Scarecrow 
Press, 1950. p. 86) mentions Anton Klette, author of 
The Autonomy of the profession of librarianship (Die 
Selbstindigheit des  bibliothekarischen Berufes in 
Deutschland als Grundlage einer allgeneinen Biblio- 
theksreform. Jubilaeums-Ausgabe. Marburg, Elwert, 
1897.), as another of Ritschl’s students. Klette’s re- 
commendation influenced the Prussian Government in 
appolnting Dziatzko to Breslau. (Pictachmann, loc. cit., 
p.37). 
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taught at Karlsruhe in Baden for a few 
months until he was appointed Librarian 
of the University of Breslau in October, 
1872. 

Librarian, Breslau 


Dziatzko had begun his studies at the 
University of Breslau and the appoint- 
ment as Librarian at his old university 
finally confirmed him, at the age of thirty, 
in his choice of librarianship as his pro- 
fession. 

London Journey 

While he was Librarian of the Univer- 
sity of Breslau Dziatzko made a two-month 
journey to London at his own expense to 
investigate the organization of the British 
Museum, the results of his observations 
being published in 1881 as The Libra 
and Reading Room of the_ Britis 
Museum.4 


The Bres'au Cataloguing Code 


During his directorship of the Breslau 
University Library Dziatzko compiled a 
code of cataloguing rules which has played 
a not insignificant role in the history of 
cataloguing in Germany as well as in the 
story of attempts to produce an interna- 
tional cataloguing code. Dziatzko’s Breslau 
Code was entitled Instruction for the 
arrangement of titles in the alphabetical 
card catalogue of the Royal and University 
Library at Breslau5 In the compilation of 
this work Dziatzko utilized the experience 
he had gained in his planning and pre- 
paration of the catalogue for the Breslau 
University Library, every card of which 
he had personally scrutinized before mak- 
ing his final decision for form and content. 


The Breslau code formed the basis of 
the first discussions which led to the pub- 
lication of the first edition of the Prussian 
Instructions in 1899.6 An Italian transla- 
tion of Dziatzko’s Breslau code was made 
by Angelo Bruschi in 18877 and Klas A. 
Linderfelt used them as a basis for his 
Eclectic card catalog rules of 1890.8 


The Prussian Instructions themselves 
have to a great extent guided the cata- 


(4) Die Bibliothed und der Lesesaal des 
Museums, in the Preussische Jahrbiicher, 18 

45) Instruction fiir die Ordnung der Titel im alpha- 
betischen Zettelkatalog der Kéniglicher und Universitats 
—Bibliothek zu Breslau, ausgearbeitet von Dr. Carl 
Deiatzko. Berlin, Asher, 1886. 
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loguing of German and many other Cen- 
tral European libraries during the first half 
of the twentieth century and their prescrip- 
tions for the treatment of works issued by 
corporate bodies have been generally con- 
sidered the main obstacle to agreement on 


an Anglo-American-German 
code. 


In September, 1886, the year his Breslau 
code was published, Dziatzko was 
appointed Director of the Library of the 
University of Géttingen and Professor of 
Librarianship, positions which he held the 
rest of his life. 


cataloguing 


Director and Professor, Géttingen 
Géttingen was a town only one-tenth the 
size of Breslau but its University Library 
was ‘second among German libraries only 
to the Royal Library in Berlin. The Uni- 
versity of Géttingen had been founded and 
endowed with the most ample privileges by 
George II, King of England and Elector of 
Hanover, on 7th December, 1736. Dziatzko 
became in 1886 one of a long succession 
of distinguished librarians at Géttingen, 
most notable of whom had been Christian 
Gottlob Heyne, also a scholar in Classical 
Philology, who had “raised the status of the 
library to the finest in Germany and one 
of the finest in Europe in the relative com- 
leteness of its German and foreign learned 
iterature”.2 Jakob Grimm, who with his 
brother Wilhelm had just published the 


(6) Pietschmann, loc. cit., p.88. For a discussion of the 
relationship of the Breslau Instruction and the later 
Prussian Instructions see A. D. Osborn’s Introduction 
to his translation of the second edition of the Prussian 
Instructions, The Prussian instructions; rules for the 
alphabetical catalogs of the Prussian libraries, trans- 
lated from the second edition, authorized August 10, 
1908, with an introduction and notes by Andrew D. 
Osborn. Ann Arbor, University of Michigan press, 
1938. The citation of the first edition of the Prussian 
Instructions is as follows:—Instruktionen fiir die alpha- 
betischen Kataloge der preussischen Bibliotheken und 
fiir den preussischn Gesamtkatalog. Vom 10 Mai 1899. 
Berlin, Asher, 1899. (Instructions for the alphabetical 
catalogues of the Prussian Libraries and for the union 
catalogue. Authorized May 10, 1899.) The second edi- 
tion of the Prussian Instructions, issued in 1908 has 
been reprinted and the current edition of the work is: 
Regeln fiir die alphabetische Katalogisierung in wissen- 
schaftlichen Bibliotheken. 3, unveranderter Nachdruck, 
Leipzig, VEB Verlag, 1958. 

(7) Regole per il catalogo ron! a schede della Reale 
Biblioteca Universitavia di Breslava compilata dal Dr. 

Carl Dziatzko . . . Prima versione dal tedesco con 

aggiunte e correzione dell’autore a cura di Angelo 

Bruschi. Firenze, Sausoni, 1887. 

Eclectic card catalog rules; author and title entries, 

based on Dziatzko’s “Instruction” compared with the 

rules of the British Museum, Cutter, Dewey and other 

authorities. Boston, Cutler, 1890. 

World's libraries and librarians. Lond., British Uni- 

versities Encyclopaedia Ltd. Vol. 2, p.8. 
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first edition of their Fairy Tales (Kinder 
und Hausmdrchen, 1812-15) and who was 
still to publish the monumental German 
Grammar and German Dictionary, had 
been appointed professor and librarian at 
Gottingen in 1817. The University was 
also known for the Gé6ttinger Hain, a 
group of poets at the end of the eighteenth 
century, and the Géttinger Sieben, the 
seven professors, the Brothers Grimm 
amongst them, forced to resign because of 
their protest against King Ernst August’s 
withdrawal of their constitution. In 1903, 
the year of Dziatzko’s death, Géttingen 
University had 121 lecturers and 1,529 
students; the Library contained half a mil- 
lion volumes (the Public Library of New 
South Wales had then 162,566 volumes) 
and 5,000 manuscripts. 


The First University School of 
Librarianship 

The Chair of Librarianship at Géttingen 
was the first of its kind and Dziatzko’s 
success in his professorship helped to con- 
vince the Prussian Government that reform 
was needed in the training of librarians. 
The first proposals for establishing formal 
bibliological training had come from 
Achard in France at the beginning of the 
nineteenth century. The Ecole des Chartes 
was founded in 1821 and had in its pro- 
gramme bibliological instruction relating 
especially to manuscripts. In 1880 the 
School instituted a biennial course in bib- 
liography and librarianship conferring the 
respective diplomas. In Germany Schret- 
tinger had formulated in 1830 in his 
manual of librarianship a plan for univer- 
sity training to suit the requirements of 
German librarianship, but the actual estab- 
lishment of a university school had to wait 
till 1886 when Dziatzko received his ap- 
pointment at Géttingen.% Melvil Dewey 
began his New York State Library School at 
Columbia University the following year.(!!) 


In connection with Dziatzko’s professor- 
ship at Géttingen Dr. Richard Pietsch- 
mann, who worked with Dziatzko for more 
than twenty years, has recorded that:— 

“He lectured on library administration, 
the history of printing, and the booktrade 
before and after the Reformation, the his- 
tory of books and the libraries of the 
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ancients, the development of modern lib- 
rary methods, and also on the palaeography 
of the Latin classics and the legal status ol 
the book world. His assistants were also 
given systematic training in library work, 
advancing from the simple to the difficult 
through all phases of practical service.('?) 


Incunabula 


Dziatzko pursued his investigations ol 
fifteenth century printing, an_ interest 
aroused in him earlier which had already 
led him to the discovery that Caspar Elyan 
has been the first printer of Breslau. In 
the Cimelien-Schrank of the Gé6ttingen 
University Library he discovered the Hel- 
masperger notarial certificate connected 
with the Fust-Gutenberg lawsuit. This dis- 
covery inspired him to review all the evi- 
dence in the Gutenberg controversy and he 
published his findings in his Contributions 
to the Gutenberg question of 1889.) The 
following year Dziatzko published 
Gutenberg’s earliest printing technique) 
in which he demonstrated to his own satis- 
faction the priority of the 42-line Bible after 
comparison with the 36-line version. There 
followed the Development and present con- 
dition of the scholarly libraries of Ger- 
many) in 1893, Investigations into 
selected topics concerning the bibliography 
of Antiquity, 1900,06 and the Law of 
publishing and deposit, 1901.07) At Gét- 
tingen Dziatzko also developed rules for 
cataloguing incanabula of which the 
library possessed a rich collection. 

Italian Journey 

In the year 1892 Dziatzko made _ his 
second journey abroad, this time to Italy 
on two months’ leave and now at the 


(10) Albano Sorbelli, loc. cit., p.941. 

(11) Alfred Hessel, op. cit. p.123. 

(12) Richard Pietschmann, loc. cit., p.88. 

(13) Beitrége zur Gutenbergfrage. Mit einem Lichtdruck 
—Facsimile des Helmasperger’ schen Notariats—Instru- 
ments vom 6 November 1455 nach dem Original der 
Universitits—Bibliothek Géttingen. Berlin, 
Asher, 1889. 

(14) Gutenbergs friitheste Druckerpraxis. Berlin, Asher, 
1890. 


(15) Entwickelung und gegenwirliger Stand der wissen- 
schaftlichen Deutschlands mit besonderer Beriicksich- 
tigung Preussens. Leipzig, Spirgatis, 1893. 


(16) Untersuchungen iiber ausgewdhlite Kapitel des antiken 
Buchwesens. Leipzig, Teubner, 1900. 


(17) Verlagsrecht und Pflichtexemplare. Leipzig, Spirgatis, 
1901. 
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expense of the Prussian Government. The 
purpose of the Italian visit was to investi- 
gate the organization of Italian libraries, 
with special regard to the effects of laws 
controlling their administration and the 
training of librarians, to collect material 
on printing in the fifteenth century in its 
relation to German printers and to devote 
any time left over to codices of Latin 
classics. He gave an account of his travels 
in A Journey through the larger libraries 
of Italy*8 and it was as a result of this visit 
and the favourable impression Dziatzko 
had formed of the consequences of the 
regolamento of 1885-9 that the Prussian 
Minister of Public Instruction issued the 
decree of 13th December, 1893, which so 
influenced librarianship in Germany. 


After a most productive life Karl 
Dziatzko died on 13th April, 1903, at the 
age of 61. 


Dziatzko’s Achievements 


Dziatzko is remembered today for his 
code of cataloguing rules, for his studies on 
bibliography and for his editions of Plautus 
and Terence. Larousse, indeed, makes the 
rather astonishing claim that he is best 
known for his work on Terence. His 
training of librarians was not his least con- 
tribution to German Librarianship and 


through his constant work towards elevat- 
ing the profession of librarianship Dziatzko 
was instrumental in foundinng the German 
Library Association (Verein Deutscher 
Bibliothekare) in 1900.70 


In 1960, the foundation year of the first 
university school of librarianship in Aus- 
tralia, Karl Dziatzko will be remembered 
as the first professor of librarianship at 
Gottingen, the University which first 
raised librarianship to academic status 
almost three-quarters of a century ago. 


(18) Eine Reise durch die grésseren Bibliotheken Iialiens. 
(Sammlung bibliotheks = wissenschaftlicher Arbeiten, 
Heft 6, pp.96-128, 1894) 


(19) Larousse du XXe siecle. Paris, Librairie Larousse, 
1929. Tome deuxieme, p.1024. 


(20) Pietschmann, loc. cit., p.88. 
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THE NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT HAS GIVEN £250 to the Library 
Association of Australia in recognition of the work done by the Association. 


The 


grant is for the year 1959/60 and a further grant of £250 will be placed on the draft 


estimates for 1960/61. 


The Honorary General Secretary has written to the Premier of N.S.W. (Hon. R. J. 


Heffron) expressing the thanks of the Association, and adding that “In this, as in so 
many aspects of Library development, you and your Government with its predecessors 
have chiefly contributed to the leading role of New South Wales amongst the states of 


the Commonwealth.” 


The Committee on Library Statistics, 
whose members are Mr. F. L. 8. Bell (Con- 
vener), Mr. B, D. Butler and Mr. J. Hazell, 
reported considerable progress to the 
General Council and has been reappointed. 

The Committee report states that:— 

At the first meeting of the Committee, it 
was decided that the immediate problem 
facing it was the preparation of a “Register 
of Australian Libraries”, containing (a) 
the correct name of the library, (b) the 
correct address of the library, and (c) the 
date of its establishment. 

As a result of this decision, the entire 
work of the Committee has been directed 
towards this end and the following cate- 
gories of libraries have been distinguished: 

Category 1—“The National Library” 
Category 2—“State Public Libraries” 
Category 3—“Local Public Libraries” 
Category 4—‘“University Libraries” 
Category 5—‘School Libraries” 
Category 6—“Special Libraries” 
Category 7—‘‘Subscription Libraries” 

Information relating to the first four 
categories has been collected and typed on 
cards so as to facilitate sorting. With regard 
to Category 5 libraries, the Committee has 
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collected all of the available information 
relating to school libraries in Australia 
having a collection of 500 books or more. 
The State Education authorities in N.S.W., 
Victoria, Tasmania, South Austraia and 
Western Australia have been most co-opera- 
tive but it is not possible to obtain any 
information relating to school libraries 
under State control in Queensland. With 
the exception of the latter State, informa- 
tion relating to State school libraries in 
Australia has been typed on to cards ready 
for sorting. 


With regard to Category 6 libraries, the 
Committee is relying on the existing 
register of Special Libraries in Australia. 


The position then is that the Committee 
has collected all the available information 
necessary to compile a complete “Register 
of Australian Libraries” with the excep- 
tion of (a) N.S.W. Subscription Libraries, 
(b) Non-State Secondary School Libraries 
in Australia, and (c) State School Libraries 
in Queensland. 


A proposal from the Victorian Branch 
that an approach be made to the Com- 
monwealth Bureau of Census and Statistics 
seeking an officially produced biennial 
census of Australian libraries has been 


referred to the Committee* 
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AUSTRALIAN BOOKS 
1960-1961 
A free catalogue of standard, new 


ond ferthcoming Australian books 
grouped under su bject headings 


This catalogue, brought out periodically 
by Cheshires, is an invaluable guide 


and checklist: it is one of the easiest 


ways libraries of all kinds can keep .. 
abreast of Australian books : 
Produced by and available on request from : 
BOOKSELLERS AND PUBLISHERS 


in MELBOURNE: 338 Little Collins Street and 
362 Little Bourke Street 


In CANBERRA City: Garema Place 
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CEDRIC CHIVERS 


LID. 
BATH, ENGLAND 


Established 1878 


Bookbinders and Booksellers to library authorities all over 
the World 


Specialists in all styles of binding for State and Public 
Libraries, Universities and Schools 


Sole manufacturers of the celebrated Quickseen periodical 
covers 


Price lists and full details sent on request 
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